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Summary 

 
The Centre for Applied Archaeology, University of Salford (CfAA) was commissioned by 

Bury Council to undertake a community archaeological excavation on land surrounding 

Radcliffe Tower, Close Park, Radcliffe (centred on SD 79579 07510). The project was 

funded by a Heritage Lottery Fund grant obtained following previous evaluation of the 

area as part of the Dig Greater Manchester project (Cattell et. al., 2013) This evaluation 

was carried out in June 2012 and revealed substantial remains associated with the 19
th

 

century workers housing on Church Row which lay outside the designated Scheduled 

Ancient Monument area around the medieval tower. The 2013 excavations were designed 

to investigate the potential for remains associated with the tower and the later use of the 

land and to revisit previous excavations carried out by Bury Archaeological Group (BAG) 

in the 1979/80. 

 

Eight trenches were excavated around the remains of the medieval tower to investigate the 

potential for remains associated with the medieval hall and 19
th

 century housing that once 

occupied the site. Trenches 1, 2, 6, 7 and 9 were placed to locate elements of the medieval 

use of the site. Trenches 1 and 2 were intended to investigate the possibility of structures 

to the east of the main tower and hall. Trench 6 was sited to uncover the possible footprint 

of the timber framed building, the roofline of which is still visible in the fabric of the 

tower and Trench 7 was designed to investigate the boundary wall and ditch uncovered 

during the BAG excavations of 1979/80. Trench 9 was located within the tower and was 

designed to ascertain the nature and extent of preservation of internal structures and 

features within. It was also placed to revisit the 1960s excavations by Alexander 

Shawcross. Trenches 3, 4, 5 and 8 were located to investigate the 19
th

 century occupation 

of the site. Trench 3 was sited to locate the external yards and privies of the workers 

housing on Church Row following the 2012 excavation of the area. Trenches 4 and 5 were 

designed to uncover the remains of the barn/cow shed building seen on the 1889/90 OS 

map and to expand on the limited amount revealed during the 2012 excavation. Finally 

Trench 8 was intended to reveal elements associated with the second row of workers 

housing on the western side of the site. 

 

The works were able to reveal significant remains associated with the main medieval hall, 

including three possible early medieval walls, unrelated to the tower remains. These 

structures were dated by several sherds of later medieval pottery found in a sealed deposit 

lying against their southern side. Two further sections of stone wall were revealed which 

were thought to form part of the western gable of the timber framed hall. Whilst the 

boundary wall seen in 1979/80 was located no evidence was uncovered for the associated 

ditch as found nearby by Bury Archaeological Group during their excavations. 

 

Significant remains were also uncovered relating to the 19
th

 century workers housing and 

farm. Although the remains of the housing on Tower Street was largely located below the 

modern street, the excavation was able to reveal the yards of these houses complete with 

back walls, surfaces and privies. Several farm structures could also be seen and related to 

contemporary OS mapping as well as some interior features. 
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1. Introduction 

 
1.1 Background 

 

The Centre for Applied Archaeology, University of Salford (CfAA) was commissioned by 

Bury MBC to undertake an archaeological excavation on land adjacent to the Scheduled 

Ancient Monument of Radcliffe Tower. This was carried out as part of an HLF funded 

regeneration plan for the area known as Radcliffe’s Historic Core. The 2013 excavation 

was informed by earlier desk-based research and a two-week evaluation undertaken as part 

of the Dig Greater Manchester project in June 2012.  

 

1.2 Location, Topography and Current Land Use 

 

The Radcliffe Historic core lies 1km east of the modern town centre and c.4km south of 

Bury, Greater Manchester. Sitting on the northern bank of the River Irwell, a loop of the 

river encompasses three sides of this historic settlement, which includes the medieval 

parish church of St Mary and St Bartholomew, Radcliffe Tower and the Tithe Barn. The 

study area is centred on SD 795 075 which lies in the western portion of Close Park. The 

area is bounded by Tower Street to the west, land occupied by a former municipal refuse 

tip to the south, the Parish Church of St Mary to the east and Sandford Road to the north.  

The area stands at c.68m AOD is currently a grassed open area surrounding the remains of 

the Tower. 

 

The drift geology of the area comprises alluvial sands and gravels overlying Carboniferous 

Coal Measures (British Geological Survey of England and Wales). The solid geology 

consists of weak sandstones and mudstones (http://www.bgs.ac.uk). 

 

1.3 Personnel 

 

The project was conducted by professional archaeologists from the CfAA. On-site 

excavations were conducted by Brian Grimsditch, Rachael Reader, Vicky Nash, Sarah 

Cattell and Sarah-Jayne Murphy. The report was compiled and written by Sarah Cattell 

and illustrated by Andrew McGuire. The project was managed by Adam Thompson. 

 

1.4 Monitoring 

 

Norman Redhead, the County Archaeologist for Greater Manchester (Greater Manchester 

Archaeology Advisory Service, GMAAS) monitored the archaeological works. Scheduled 

Ancient Monument consent was monitored by Andrew Davison of English Heritage. 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/
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2. Historical Background  
 

 

 

2.1 Introduction (Fig 1) 

 

The land surrounding Radcliffe Tower is currently rough grassland which forms the 

westernmost extent of Close Park, however the area has been occupied by several phases 

of housing as well as agricultural units from the medieval era until the early-mid 20
th

 

century. Following the demolition of terraced housing in the 1960s the land was bisected 

by an access road between Dumers Lane and the municipal landfill site to the south. A 

rapid archaeological Desk-Based Assessment was carried out prior to the community 

evaluation in 2012 which highlighted the potential for remains associated with the terraced 

workers housing on Church and Tower Streets. 

  

 
 

Fig. 1 Radcliffe’s historic core, location of Radcliffe Close and workers’ houses at Church Row and Church 

Green based on OS mapping of 1889-90. Also shown are the trenches excavated by Bury Archaeological 

Group at Radcliffe Tower in 1979-80 (after Tyson 1985). Scale 1:2500. 
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2.2 Historical Background  

 

Medieval Radcliffe 

 

Since the Industrial Revolution the town of Radcliffe has been centred on its bridge across 

the River Irwell. The original historic core of Radcliffe, however, lies c 1.5km to the east 

of that point. It is sited within a great bend in the river, on the opposite bank of which is 

the ‘red cliff’ which gave Radcliffe its name. This area still retains three buildings of 

historical importance: the remains of Radcliffe Tower, a Scheduled Ancient Monument; 

the parish church of St Mary, a Grade I Listed Building; and the tithe barn on Tithe Barn 

Street, a Grade II Listed Building. 

 

Radcliffe Tower formed part of the manor house of the de Radcliffes, one of the most 

important families in medieval Lancashire. Originally the tower was probably three 

storeys in height but now only the ground floor and part of the first floor remain. Its 

construction is generally linked with a ‘licence to crenellate’ (ie to fortify) granted by 

Henry IV to James de Radcliffe in 1403 (Arrowsmith 1995). When built it abutted a 

timber-framed great hall, the outline of which is preserved in the tower’s western 

elevation. The ground floor of the tower contains the remains of three great fireplaces and 

probably served as a kitchen. To the west of the great hall was a further timber-framed 

wing, which is shown on early illustrations and was partly uncovered during excavations 

by the Bury Archaeological Group in 1979-80 (Tyson 1985). This work uncovered a ditch 

replaced by a later wall thought to be part of the defences of the tower (see below). On a 

plan of 1767 the Tower and other buildings are shown within a squarish enclosure which 

may have followed the line of these outer defences (Fig 2). In 2007 trial trenching was 

carried out along the modern haulage road which crosses the Scheduled Ancient 

Monument revealing medieval deposits (see below). 

 

Radcliffe itself is mentioned as a royal manor in the Domesday Survey of 1086, and 

appears to have been founded as a Saxon manor and was held by King Edward the 

Confessor in 1066. The de Radcliffe family had possession of the manor by 1193 and held 

the manor until it passed to a distant relative, Robert Radcliffe, the First Earl of Sussex, in 

1517. It was at this point that the hall ceased to be the chief home of the family. In 1561 

the Third Earl of Sussex sold Radcliffe to Richard Assheton of Middleton in 1561. It 

remained in the Assheton family, though not their chief residence, until 1765 when the 

family estates were split between two daughters.  

 

The great hall and west wing were demolished in the early 1830s and some of the 

materials were used in the building of neighbouring cottages. According to Samuel 

Bamford, these comprised ‘nine or ten’ cottages situated ‘eight or ten yards’ away from 

the hall, which were built for the workforce of Mrs Bealey and Sons, bleachers. Bamford 

added that ‘It is understood that the Earl of Wilton, to whom the place belonged, sold the 

materials to the above parties, and rented the land to them’ (Bamford 1840, 172, 285-6.). 

From Bamford’s description these cottages can be identified with the row of ten workers’ 

houses which stood on Tower Street to the west of the tower (Fig 5). 

 

The present parish church of St Mary, to the east of Radcliffe Tower, appears to have been 

originally built in the Decorated style of the 14
th

 century but was much restored and 

altered in the late 19
th

 century (Hartwell, Hyde & Pevsner 2004, 571-2). The tithe barn, to 

the north of Radcliffe Tower, is probably 17
th

-century in date (Hartwell et al 2004, 573). 
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Industrial Radcliffe 

 

In the 18
th

 century the Bealey family established a bleach works at this ancient settlement. 

The family originally came from Rostherne in Cheshire and may already have been 

engaged in the bleaching trade before their arrival in Radcliffe, where they leased land in 

1750. Water for their works was drawn from the Irwell, and cloth was originally bleached 

by being spread out in the fields. In the 1790s the business was expanded by Joseph 

Bealey who invested in new millraces and tunnels and operated eight waterwheels at the 

Radcliffe works. From 1791 the firm was also manufacturing sulphuric acid for use in the 

new chemical bleaching industry. The Radcliffe works continued to be run by the Bealey 

family during the 19
th

 century, and from the 1900s formed part of the Bleachers’ 

Association (Sykes 1925, 70-3.). 

 

The establishment and growth of industrial works in the area of Radcliffe’s historic core 

was accompanied by the construction of houses for the local workforce. Edwin 

Butterworth in 1883 wrote that the ancient manor house of Radcliffe Tower was ‘nearly 

surrounded by the humble cottages of labouring artisans except on the s. side’ 

(Butterworth 1833, 14-15). In the close vicinity of the tower, in addition to the row erected 

by the Bealeys on Tower Street, such housing included Church Row. This lay to the north 

of the tower and comprised a terrace of seven, two-storey, two-up two-down houses (Figs 

2 & 3). Census returns of the mid-19
th

 century show that these were mostly occupied by 

calico printers, who were presumably employed at the neighbouring works operated by 

Hutchinsons. 

 

 

Fig 2.  Radcliffe Tower, Church and surrounds on 1767 map of  Radcliffe (Greater 

Manchester County Record Office). 
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Fig 3. Radcliffe 

Tower, Church and 

surrounds on on OS 

6in to 1mile 

mapping surveyed 

1844-6 (Lancashire 

sheets 95 & 96, 

published 1850 & 

1848). Scale 

1:2500. 

Fig 4. Radcliffe Tower, 

Church and surrounds 

on OS 1:2500 mapping 

surveyed 1889-90 

(Lancashire sheets 

XCV.4 & XCVI.1, 

published 1893). Scale 

1:2500. 
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2.3 Archaeological Background 

 

The site of Radcliffe Tower has been a focus of study since the mid-20
th

 century and 

several excavations have taken place in this time. The first was undertaken by Alexander 

Shawcross in 1962-4 and involved the excavation of trenches within the Tower. 

 

Excavation of five trenches by the Bury Archaeological group in 1979-80 immediately 

west of the Radcliffe Tower revealed the remains of a timber-framed wing (Tyson 1985). 

On the north-west of the site, in Trench A (Fig 2), those excavations also found evidence 

of an outer wall fronted by a broad shallow ditch. This is believed to be contemporary with 

the construction of Radcliffe Tower and appears to have replaced an earlier ditch, set 

further to the south, which was recorded in Trench C.  

 

In 2007 three evaluation trenches were excavated along the modern haulage road which 

crosses the Scheduled Ancient Monument. This work uncovered medieval and post-

medieval remains, in the form of cobbled surfaces, a hearth, stone and clay foundations, 

and a stone culvert, to the west and north of the tower at a depth of c.1m (OAN 2007). 

 

The tithe barn, to the north of Radcliffe Tower, is probably 17th-century in date. Although 

it now has stone walls survey work in the 1990s indicated that it was originally built as a 

timber-framed barn (Hartwell, Hyde & Pevsner 2004, 573). 
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3. Methodology 
 

 

3.1 Excavation Methodology 

 

Evaluation trenches were located across the potential site of the timber framed section of 

the medieval hall and over the site of the workers housing on the western side of the site. 

These were excavated using a mechanical digger with a 1.6m wide toothless ditching 

bucket. The machine excavations were supervised by a professional archaeologist at all 

times. 

 

The evaluation trenches were located to determine the presence, extent, depth and state of 

preservation of the remains identified by the archaeological Desk-Based Assessment. 

 

After machine excavation had taken place, all further excavations proceeded by hand. 

Excavated spoil was placed at least 1.00m from the edge of each trench and spoiled on one 

side only. All material removed during the excavation was used to backfill the trenches, 

then machine tamped. 

 

3.2 Recording Methodology 

 

Separate contexts were recorded individually on CfAA pro-forma context sheets 

(Appendix 1 – Context List) with plans and sections recorded on CfAA pro-forma drawing 

sheets at an appropriate scale (1:10, 1:20, 1:50), depending on the complexity of the data 

and features encountered.  In this report all fills and layers are contained within rounded 

brackets (***) and all features and cuts are in square brackets [***]. All drawings were 

individually identified and cross referenced, contexts enumerated and principal layers and 

features annotated with OD level information. 

 

Photography of all relevant phases and features were undertaken with digital formats.  

General working photographs were taken during the archaeological works, to provide 

illustrative material covering the wider aspects of the archaeological work undertaken. 

 

All finds were recorded by context, with significant ‘small finds’ located within three 

dimensions to the nearest 10mm, bagged and labelled separately.   

 

All fieldwork and recording of archaeological features, deposits and artefacts were carried 

out to acceptable archaeological standards. All archaeological works carried out by the 

CfAA are carried out to the standards set out in the Code of Conduct of the Institute for 

Archaeologists.
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4. Archaeological Descriptions 

 

 

4.1 Introduction 

Fig. 5. Aerial view of Trenches 3, 4 and 5 with the Tower in the foreground. Looking north-east. 

 

The excavation at Radcliffe Tower comprised a watching brief during the removal of the 

disused haul road adjacent to the tower and trenches sited to investigate any remains 

associated with the medieval timber hall, boundary wall and workers housing on Tower 

Street.  

 

Excavations reached a maximum depth of 3.50m in Trench 3 to confirm the composition 

and nature of the natural silty-sand deposits. Archaeological deposits were encountered in 

other trenches at a maximum of 1.75m. 

 

4.2 Trench 1  

 

Trench 1 was located to the east of the tower, was orientated E-W and measured 10.60 x 

1.60m.  The trench was located within the scheduled area. The deposits described below 

were visible across the length and width of the trench, unless stated otherwise. 

 

(001) was the uppermost deposit identified within this trench was a fairly compact, mid 

reddish brown sandy silt with occasional small (>0.05m) sub-rounded and sub-angular 

stones. This measured up to 0.10m deep. This in turn was above (085), a fairly compact 

mid reddish brown clayey silt with occasional small brick fragments and frequent small 

(<0.05m) red sandstone fragments. This measured up to 0.30m deep. (085) sealed (086), a 

fairly compact light brownish grey silty clay with occasional small (<0.05m) sub-rounded 

pebbles. This measured up to 0.40m deep and also contained modern bricks, concrete, 

plastic and iron fragments. This in turn sealed (087), a fairly loose mid yellowish grey 

sandy silt with frequent very small (>0.02m) sub-rounded pebbles. This was only visible 

for 2.50m across the length of the trench and measured < 0.15m in depth. (087) lay above 
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(088), which was a friable dark blackish grey sandy silt, with occasional small (>0.05m) 

rounded pebbles. (088) was only visible for 1.20m in length and measured up to 0.15m 

deep.  This in turn sealed (089), which was a friable mid brownish grey sandy silt with 

occasional small – medium (<0.15m) sub-rounded pebbles and angular stones. This was 

visible for 5.60m in length and measured up to 0.55m deep. (089) sealed (100), which was 

a loose mid yellowish brown silty sand with frequent small (<0.05m) sub-rounded pebbles 

and lenses of dark blackish grey sandy silt. It was visible for a length of 1.30m at the 

eastern extreme of the trench and measured up to 0.25m deep.  

 

(100) sealed two separate sets of deposits which were physically unrelated to each other.  

At the eastern extreme of the trench, (100) sealed (099), a friable dark blackish grey sandy 

silt with occasional small (<0.05m) sub-rounded pebbles. It was visible for 1.30m in 

length and excavated to a depth of 0.20m.  This in turn sealed (098), a friable mid greyish 

brown sandy silt with occasional small (<0.05m) rounded pebbles. This was visible for 

1.00m in length and measured 0.10m in depth.  (098) lay above (097), which was a friable 

mid brownish grey sandy silt with occasional very small (<0.02m) angular stones and 

brick fragments. This was visible for 1.00m in length and measured up to 0.15m in depth. 

 

(100) also sealed a second series of deposits located further west from those described 

above of which the uppermost was (119), a fairly loose mid yellowish brown silty sand 

with abundant very small-small (<0.05m) sub-rounded pebbles. This measured 0.90 x 0.45 

x 0.20m and sealed (120), a fairly loose mid greyish black sand with frequent small 

(<0.05m) sub-rounded pebbles, occasional fragments of handmade brick and lenses of mid 

yellowish brown silty sand. (120) in turn sealed (121), a loose mid blackish grey clayey 

silt with rare small sub-rounded pebbles. The length was not fully excavated but it 

measured 0.35m in width and was excavated to 0.20m deep. The three deposits described 

above were the infill of [122], which was an irregular linear running E-W and measuring 

2.50 x 0.45 x 0.80m. The west side was not excavated however the sides were almost 

vertical. The base could not be observed due to large pieces of modern detritus within the 

deposits. At the eastern extreme of the trench, [122] truncated (096), a very compact dark 

greyish black sandy silt with abundant inclusions of cinder. It was visible for 1.70m and 

excavated to a depth of 0.20m.  It sealed the natural clay (091), which was light yellowish 

brown in colour and had no inclusions.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[122] appeared to truncated another cut, of which (093) was the uppermost fill identified. 

This was a fairly compact mid yellowish grey sandy clay with abundant small-medium 

(<0.10m) sub-rounded pebbles. This measured 1.00 x 0.80 x 0.48m and sealed (101), a 

Fig. 6. Timber post (094), 

Trench 1. Looking south.  
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fairly compact dark greyish black clayey silt with abundant inclusions of ash and clinker, 

with occasional pieces of slag. This measured 1.00 x 0.80 x 0.39m and both (093) and 

(101) formed the packing material for (094) which was a circular shaped timber measuring 

0.24m in diameter and 0.90m in depth. This was placed within [102], which was a square 

shaped cut measuring 0.75 x 0.75 x 0.90m.  It had vertical sides with a flat base. 

 

Not physically related to (096) but truncated by [102] and set into natural (091) was (095). 

This was a very compact light yellowish grey silty clay with frequent small-medium (0.01-

0.10m) sub-rounded and sub-angular pebbles. The deposit formed a broadly linear pattern, 

running NW-SE and the stones were set into the natural clay, with this thin deposit lying 

above and in between the stones. The overall dimensions were 0.98 x 0.65 x 0.03m. It was 

truncated by [122] at its NW end and appeared to run beyond the trench edge. Where 

excavated, the clay measured 0.10m in depth and sealed (090), which was also truncated 

by [122]. (090) was a loose light yellowish brown clayey sand with abundant small-

medium (<0.15m) rounded pebbles. Where excavated, it measured at least 2.00m deep. 

 

4.3 Trench 2  

 

Trench 2 was located to the south of the tower, was orientated N-S and measured 10.00 x 

1.60m. The trench was located partially within and outwith of the scheduled area. The 

deposits described below were visible across the length and width of the trench, unless 

stated otherwise. 

 

The uppermost deposit identified in Trench 2 was (001), a fairly compact, mid reddish 

brown sandy silt with occasional small (>0.05m) sub-rounded and sub-angular stones. 

This measured up to 0.10m deep.  (001) sealed (002), a fairly loose mid reddish brown 

sandy silt with frequent small (>0.05m) sub-angular stones. There were also occasional 

brick fragments and this deposit measured up to 0.10m deep. This in turn sealed (148), a 

compact light brownish grey silty clay with occasional small-medium (<0.15m) sub-

angular stones. There were also rare fragments of brick and pieces of modern detritus such 

as old wires. This deposit was visible for 3.50m in length at the northern extreme of the 

trench and measured up to 0.20m deep.  At the northern extreme of the trench, (148) seals 

(149), which was a light brownish pink concrete block with a metal post, measuring 0.50m 

wide and visible to a depth of 0.30m. Physically unrelated to (149) but also sealed by 

(148) was (163), a fairly loose light brownish grey silty sand with abundant small 

(<0.05m) angular stones as well as concrete fragments. It was visible for 6.50m towards 

the southern end of the trench and measured and up to 0.15m deep.  (163) sealed (164), a 

fairly loose mid greyish brown silty sand with abundant inclusions of clinker. It was 

visible at the southern end of the trench for a length of 2.80m and a depth of 0.10m. This 

in turn sealed (165), a compact layer of fragmented concrete, which was light yellowish 

brown in colour. (165) sealed (166), a fairly loose mid brownish grey clayey silt with 

frequent inclusions of fragmented and whole bricks. This was visible for 1.30m in length 

at the southern end of the trench and 0.20m in depth.   

 

(163) also sealed (162), although this was physically unrelated to (164). It was a fairly 

loose mid yellowish grey silty sand sealing a thin layer of concrete. No inclusions were 

noted and this deposit measured 0.05m in thickness and 3.60m in length. (162) sealed 

(161), which was also below (166) and was a fairly compact dark brownish silty clay with 

occasional small (<0.05m) rounded pebbles. (161) sealed (155), a very loose light greyish 

brown silty sand with no inclusions noted. This deposit measured 8.00m in length and 
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0.55m in depth. (155) sealed (150), a fairly loose dark blackish grey silty sand with 

frequent inclusions of clinker, slate and small brick fragments. This was only visible at the 

northern end of the trench, measured 1.50m in length and 0.20m in depth. (150) sealed 

(151), a fairly loose reddish black clinker layer with frequent fragments of brick. This 

deposit measured 2.40m in length and 0.20m in depth. (155) also sealed (160), a fairly 

loose mid yellowish brown silty sand with abundant small (<0.05m) sub-rounded pebbles. 

This deposit was visible for 3.70m in length and was up to 0.20m deep. (160) in turn 

sealed (151), which in turn lay above (152), a fairly loose mid blackish grey clayey silt 

with lenses of small sub-rounded pebbles and brick fragments. 

 

(152) was physically unrelated to (160) however both of these deposits sealed (156), a 

fairly compact dark blackish grey silty clay with rare small (<0.05m) sub-rounded pebbles. 

(156) sealed a series of physically unrelated deposits including (026), a fairly compact mid 

brownish grey silty clay with rare sub-angular stones. This deposit was visible for a length 

of 0.60m and excavated to a depth of 0.20m and also contained a number of animal bones. 

(026) infilled cut [153], a vertical sided cut only visible towards the north end of the trench 

and only visible to a depth of 0.20m. [153] in turn truncated (154), a fairly compact mid 

greyish brown silty clay with occasional small rounded pebbles.  This deposit was visible 

for 1.40m in length and 0.20m in depth. (156) also sealed (157), which was a fairly 

compact mid greyish brown silty clay, similar to (154) and only visible to a length of 

0.40m and a depth of 0.05m.   

 

(156) also sealed (158), which was also 

physically unrelated to (026). This was a fairly 

compact mid brownish grey silty clay with rare 

small rounded pebbles, measuring 7.00m in 

length and 0.30m in depth. (158) in turn sealed 

(133), a fairly loose dark blackish grey sandy 

silt with no visible inclusions. (158) also sealed 

(070), which was a fairly loose dark greyish 

black with rare medium (<0.15m) sub-angular 

stones. This measured 0.30m deep and infilled 

[071], which was a broadly rectangular cut 

with almost vertical sides, with a stepped 

profile on the southern side. The base was 

relatively flat, with the overall dimensions of 

the cut being 1.60 x 0.70 x 0.30m. This was cut 

into the natural (159), a mid-yellowish brown 

clay. (154) sealed (144), a fairly compact dark 

blackish grey silty clay with no observed 

inclusions. This was the infill of [145], which 

was a sub-circular cut with gently sloping sides 

and a rounded base, measuring 0.25m in 

diameter and 0.05m in depth. This in turn 

truncated (027), which lay to the north-east of 

[071]. This was a series of large c.0.40m sub-

angular stones aligned N-S, sat within cut 

[143], which was a vertical sided linear, 

orientated N-S and measured 2.00 x 0.20m. 

The stones of (027) obscured the full depth of 

Fig. 7. South facing section of cut [071]. 

Looking north 
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this cut, however only one course of stone appeared to survive. [143] was also cut into the 

natural (159). Running west from [143] was [145], which was a linear cut running E-W 

although it was obscured by the trench edge. It may have been a continuation of [145]. 

 

4.4 Trench 3 

 

 

Trench 3 was located along the north-eastern edge of the site orientated east-west and 

measured 18.00m x 7.00m. The trench was sited to investigate the remains of the yards 

associated with terraced workers housing on Church Row and was informed by the 

findings of the DGM evaluation carried out in 2012. During that excavation evidence of 

garden features such as midden deposits and flagged and cobbled surfaces was identified 

within Trenches 2 and 3. This trench lay outside of the scheduled area. 

 

Very few archaeological deposits were uncovered in this trench, the most numerous being 

(124) which was a yellowish-brown clay identified at a depth of c.0.65m and found across 

the extent of the trench. In the centre of the trench a 19
th

 century rubbish pit (000) was 

identified which contained considerable amounts of glass vessels and bottles 

contemporary with the houses on Church Row. The pit measured 0.50m x 0.30m and was 

filled with a dark brownish black silty loam.  

 

On the western side of the trench a concentration of sandstone fragments (197) was 

revealed to lie within (124) and to the north of a grey-brown negative linear feature. A 

sondage was excavated to investigate these features which found that the stones were laid 

3 courses (c.0.25m) high with the lower two composed of red sandstone and the upper of 

yellow sandstone. To the immediate south of these stones lay the cut for a linear terminal 

feature [196] (Fig 9) which extended from the western edge of the trench for 

approximately 1.00m measuring 0.55m wide. The feature was c.0.60m deep and filled 

with a dark grey- 

Fig. 8. General view of Trench 3. Looking east. 
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brown silty clay with moderate inclusions of sub-rounded pebbles. 

 

A large sondage was also excavated at the eastern end of Trench 3 to ascertain the nature 

and extent of deposit (124). The deposit was found to continue to a depth of 1.20m below 

the sub soil layer (002). This deposit lay on top of a layer of grey sandy clay with very 

infrequent inclusions of sub-rounded pebbles (263). This in turn was found to sit on top of 

a gravel deposit in a sandy grey-brown matrix (264). 

 

4.5 Trench 4 (Fig 10) 

 

 

Trench 4 was located c.3.50m to the northeast of the Tower and measured 5.00m x 5.50m. 

The location of this trench was informed by the position of structures identified on the 19
th

 

century OS mapping of the area. The trench was located partially within and outwith of 

the scheduled area.   

 

The south-west corner of this trench was dominated by a cobbled surface (103) measuring 

3.50m x 2.50m comprising a layer of sub-rounded pebbles 0.08m-0.15m in size. This was 

bounded to the south by a line of 6 setts (104) measuring 1.50m x 0.18m running 

Fig. 9. Linear terminus 

[196] and stone fragments 

(197). Looking west. 

Fig. 10. Trench 4 looking north. 
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northwest-southeast. Both surfaces appeared to continue south and west beyond the trench 

edge and were covered by a layer of dark brown silty loam with infrequent inclusions of 

small stones (080).  

 

To the east of (103) an area of tumbled stone and brick was uncovered in a rough 

alignment running east-west. This area comprised large (>0.20m) stone blocks (116) 

surrounded by brick fragments (117) to the west and a broken stone flagged surface (118) 

to the east. (116) extended 1.06m eastwards from the eastern edge of (103) and measured 

0.35m wide. Surface (118) was identified to extend from the eastern edge of (117) up to 

and beyond the eastern and southern trench edges. Both this area and (103) and (104) were 

found to lie on top of a very dark black-brown loose deposit rich in clinker and brick 

fragments (228). This and its overlying features were truncated to the north by an area of 

natural sinkage which was excavated to investigate the possibility of earlier features 

below. This work was able to ascertain that (228) was 0.25m thick and overlay a dark 

yellow-brown silty clay (107).   

 

To the north of (103) lay a 1.00m wide undisturbed band of (228) which lay against wall 

(105) to the north. This was a 3 course machine made frogged brick wall laid with black 

mortar and excavated to a depth of 0.33m (3 courses) with a projecting foundation course 

to the north. The wall was 0.45m wide and extended 3.25m eastwards from the western 

edge of the trench. At its eastern extreme this wall abutted another machine made frogged 

brick wall (109) running north-south from the northern face of the wall. Only a single 

course of this wall was visible due to its partial covering by two concrete deposits (123) 

and (106). (123) was a light grey compacted concrete largely composed of hardcore and 

rubble fragments which abutted and lay over the foundation course of (105) and measured 

1.25m x 0.50m. This deposit in turn lay against a larger area of concrete to the north (106) 

which measured 1.80m x 1.00m and appeared to be a finer grade concrete than (123). A 

second possible single course wall (108) was identified 0.15m to the north of (105) 

approximately 1.80m west of (109) and containing (106). This feature comprised 3½ 

machine made frogged bricks running north-south with evidence of white mortar.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wall (110) (Fig 11) was identified lying at a 45°, c.0.05m to the north of (108) and 

comprised three courses of handmade bricks laid in stretcher bond. The wall was 

orientated northeast-southwest measuring 0.95m x 0.30m and was truncated at south-

Fig. 11. Wall 

(110) and 

Cobbled surface 

(111).  Looking 

west. 
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western end. Abutting the north-western face of this wall another cobbled surface (111) 

was revealed which continued west beyond the trench edge but appeared to have a straight 

north-eastern edge. The surface measured 0.70m x 0.90m and was composed of small 

(<0.10m) sub-rounded stones which were partially overlain in the north-western corner of 

the trench by (112). This was a broken stone block measuring 0.45m x 0.20m and 0.05m 

thick. Deposits (110) (111) and (112) were constructed directly on top of (107), a yellow 

clay layer which may have been redeposited in this area, and were at a level approximately 

0.30m below (105) and (106). 

 

At approximately 1.50m from the western edge of the trench a linear cut feature [115] was 

identified running north-south between the northern edge of the trench and below (106). 

The cut was visible for 1.90m in length measuring 1.10m wide and c.0.25m deep and was 

filled by (114) a loose sandy gravel almost identical to deposits found in other parts of the 

site. Layer (107) continued to the east of [115] with no further disturbance and appeared to 

run south under (106). 

 

4.6 Trench 5 (Fig 12) 

 

Fig. 12 Aerial view of Trench 5. Looking north. 

 

 

Trench 5 was located 4.00m to the north of the Tower and was orientated east-west. The 

trench measured 10.00m x 12.50m and was sited to investigate features associated with the 

19
th

 century farm identified on OS mapping of the area. This trench was sited within the 

scheduled area. 

 

The western half of Trench 5 was dominated by (073) a large expanse of a laid cobbled 

surface measuring 10.00m x 5.25m and truncated to the east. The surface was composed 

of medium-large (0.10m – 0.20m) sub-rounded stones and appeared to continue beyond 

the northern, western and southern trench edges. To the north (073) had been truncated by 

a 1.20m wide linear cut feature [140] which ran diagonally across the northern half of the 

trench and was filled by (141), a grey-brown clay with frequent inclusions of sub-angular 

stones. 
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The features on the eastern side of the trench, unless otherwise stated, lay at a level 

c.0.20m lower than (073). Approximately 0.50m from the eastern edge of (076) lay a two 

course handmade brick wall (079) orientated north-south and measuring 0.38m 10.15m. 

This wall comprised a row of handmade bricks laid in header bond with two openings, one 

adjacent to the junction between this and wall (077) and one 1.00m to the north of (078). 

Wall (077) abutted (079) 1.90m from the southern edge of the trench and was aligned east-

west measuring 5.38m x 0.25m. The wall was composed of a single course of handmade 

bricks that had been heavily truncated to the west and which lay on a projecting 

foundation course. The wall was again laid in header bond and had evidence of black 

mortar along its length. Approximately 3.00m north of this wall lay wall (078), another 

two course handmade brick wall aligned east-west and measuring 5.50m x 0.30m. Again 

this wall was composed of two courses of handmade brick laid in header bond with black 

mortar, however 0.23m east of the junction with (079) the upper course was added to with 

a row of stretchers for 2.65m. Both walls (077) and (078) were surrounded by (135), a 

light orange-brown sandy clay with frequent inclusions of sub-angular stones, and were 

abutted to (076) to the east. This was also a handmade brick wall comprising two courses 

of brick laid in stretcher bond with black mortar and evidence of a foundation course at the 

southern end. The wall measured 9.00m x 0.23m and was orientated north-south c.1.00m 

from the eastern extent of the trench.  

 

In the north-eastern corner of the trench wall (076) was revealed to be lying against floor 

surfaces previously identified during the 2012 DGM evaluation. These features lay at a 

level approximately 0.25m higher than the remains of (077)-(079) on a layer of black ashy 

loam (074) which in turn overlay (135). This area had been truncated to the south and was 

cut by [140] in the centre. 

Surface (136) was a laid 

handmade brick floor which 

abutted the western side of 

wall (076) (Fig 13) and 

continued north beyond the 

edge of excavation. The 

surface measured 4.00m x 

1.90m and was found to lie 

either side of both cut [140] 

and a timber partition (139). 

This partition also bisected 

the area of large (0.25m x 

0.15m) setts (137) which were 

lying against the western edge 

of (136). This surface 

measured 4.95m x 2.50m, 

again extending beyond the 

northern trench edge, but was 

much more heavily damaged 

by [140]. The greatly 

truncated remains of a curb 

for this surface (138) was 

identified lying against its 

north-western corner. This 

feature consisted of three 

Fig.13. Wall (076) showing cobbles (075) in the foreground and 

(136) and (137) in the background. Looking north. 
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stone blocks measuring 0.15m x 0.15m x 0.50m which projected south from the northern 

trench edge. 

 

Whilst the northern part of wall (076) lay directly against the eastern edge of Trench 5 the 

southern portion lay approximately 1.00m from it, in which the following features were 

identified. In the far south-eastern corner of the trench a layer of black ashy loam (074) 

was excavated to reveal an area of small (<0.10m) sub-rounded cobbles (075). This 

surface was revealed to lie c.0.20m east of (076) and measured 5.00m x 1.00m before 

continuing east beyond the edge of the trench. This surface also lay directly over deposit 

(135). A single large (0.65m x 0.70m) block of sandstone (134) was found to be lying in 

the centre of this surface and projecting from the eastern trench edge. This stone did not 

appear to be lying in situ and may have been the result of demolition work within the area.  

 

4.7 Trench 6 (Fig 14) 

Fig. 14 Aerial view of Trench 6. Looking west. 

 

Trench 6 was located 7.25m to the west of the Tower and measured 25.00m x 15.00m 

orientated north-south. The position of this trench was intended to investigate the potential 

for remains associated with the great hall and west wing of the medieval house. It was also 

able to identify to what extent these remains had been affected by the 19
th

 century 

occupation of the site. This trench lay within the scheduled area.  

 

All the features identified within Trench 6 lay below the top and sub-soil deposits (001) 

and (002). The trench was also crossed by three modern service pipes, two of which 

truncated some of the archaeological remains. The first deposits to be encountered below 

(002) were (248) on the southern side of the trench and (170) on the northern side. Deposit 

(248) was a compacted greyish black hardcore layer associated with the 20
th

 century haul 

road and extended 3.50m westwards into the trench. (170) was a cobbled area measuring 

1.00m x 2.00m. This surface lay at a depth of c.0.30m and comprised a layer of sub-

rounded stones measuring <0.25m. This in turn sat on a thin (0.06m) mixed dark brown 

silty layer rich in mortar (171). Approximately 3.00m to the south of the northern trench 

edge the southern extent of (170) and (171) was found to overly a large area of red 
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sandstone which had been identified during the BAG excavations of the 1970s/80s. This 

feature was fully exposed during the present excavation and was found to be (256) (Fig 

15), an L shaped section of sandstone wall. The wall measured 1.50m thick and extended 

2.75m southwards and 2.00m eastwards composed of a rubble core with dressed facing 

blocks. The wall had been truncated to both the south and east with no evidence of other 

sections remaining nearby. The eastern arm of the wall had also been damaged by the 

cutting of a modern pipe trench [257] through its rubble core removing all fragments of 

stonework for an area approximately 0.40m x 1.50m. No dateable material was discovered 

in the vicinity of this feature although two carved stone blocks were identified within the 

core of the wall which appeared to have been reused from an earlier structure. 

 

 

No further structures were identified in the north eastern corner of Trench 6 although 

several occupation layers were revealed in the south facing section of the trench. Lying 

against (170) and (171) to the east lay a thin deposit (174) composed of a dark black-

brown ashy material with frequent inclusions of 19
th

 century brick, stone, ceramic and 

metal fragments. This layer was c.0.35m thick and extended east for 7.50m where it was 

cut by [233], a 20
th

 century services trench. The natural orange-brown clay (169) and 

gravel (082) deposits were identified directly below (171) and (174) and were found to 

slope down eastwards and southwards to a depth of 0.95m. These deposits were identified 

across the trench and were found to underlie or be cut by all the features identified. 

 

No structural remains were identified on the eastern side of Trench 6 due to the 

disturbance of the area by the construction of the 20
th

 century roadway adjacent to the 

tower, however a number of negative features were revealed to be cut into the natural clay 

(169). These features were uncovered following the removal of the three overlying 

deposits associated with the haul road, (248), (249) and (081). The uppermost of these was 

(248) which overlay (249) a compacted layer of stone, mortar and rubble which in turn 

overlay (081) a dark brown-black loam containing large quantities of brick and stone 

rubble. The majority of the negative features excavated below these deposits were 

postholes varying in size between 0.20m – 0.70m and containing similar fills of brown 

loamy sand. Posthole [193] (Fig 16) was the northernmost identified and was circular in 

Fig. 15. Wall (256) showing (170) in the background. Looking northeast. 
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plan measuring 0.40m x 0.40m x 0.25m with a flat base and straight sides. The cut was 

filled by (195) a grey sandy silt with infrequent inclusions of charcoal which contained the 

remains of a wooden stake (194) measuring 0.08m x 0.09m in situ in the centre of the cut. 

This was the only timber found within Trench 6 and its level of preservation would 

suggest a fairly recent date in the late 19
th

 or 20
th

 century. Approximately 0.40m south of 

this feature lay a small (0.30m x 0.35m) rounded posthole [203] which also had straight 

sides and a flat base and contained a single fill (204) which was a light grey sandy silt with 

no inclusions or finds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approximately 4.50m to the east of [193] lay the linear cut of a modern water pipe [233] 

which crossed the trench running northeast-southwest extending from the north eastern 

corner of the trench. An alignment of four sandstone blocks (232) was identified which lay 

between the eastern side of [233] and the eastern edge of the trench. The alignment 

measuring 2.00m x 0.50m extended southwest into the trench and continued northeast 

beyond the edge of excavation. The blocks were undressed red sandstone ranging between 

0.20m and 0.50m in size. A concentration of postholes lay 3.50m south of (232) which did 

not appear to form any set pattern or structure and were similar in nature to [193] and 

[203]. Cut [189] was a small round posthole measuring 0.22m x 0.25m with a rounded 

base and sloping sides which was filled by (190), (191) and (192). Fill (190) was a friable 

grey sand with inclusions of rounded pebbles and iron panning towards the base which in 

turn contained two lenses (191) and (192). (191) was a thin black deposit rich in charcoal 

which lay below (192) a grey sandy silt containing angular stone fragments. 

Approximately 1.50m south of [189] lay two larger possible postholes [184] and [186] 

which seemed to be roughly circular in plan but continued eastwards beyond the trench 

edge. Posthole [184] measured 0.67m wide extending 0.38m into the trench and was found 

to be 0.64m deep with straight sides and a flat base. The single fill of this feature was 

(185) which was a grey brown silty sand containing fragments of glass, stone, brick, wood 

and pottery roughly dated to the 19
th

 century. Posthole [186] measured 0.54m x 0.36m 

Fig. 16. Posthole [193] showing stake (194). Fig. 17. Posthole [205]. 

Fig. 18. Pit [201] lying against the cut for 

the 20
th

 century pipe. 
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with straight sides and a flat base. This feature also contained a single fill, (187) which 

was identical to (185) in colour, consistency and inclusions. A third large posthole [205] 

(Fig 17) was identified c.1.00m west of [233] which appeared to be similar in size, shape 

and fill to [184]. This was roughly circular in plan measuring 0.55m x 0.60m and was 

excavated to a depth of 0.50m. The single fill of this feature, (206) was a dark grey brown 

silty sand with frequent inclusions of sub-rounded pebbles and 19
th

 and 20
th

 century 

pottery, drain and brick fragments. Further west c.3.50m from [233] lay two small circular 

pits [213] and [196]. Pit [213] measured 0.35m x 0.40m with sloping sides and a rounded 

base and was filled by (214) a grey brown silty clay with no inclusions. Pit [196] measured 

0.80m x 0.50m and was excavated to a depth of 0.40m to reveal steeply sloping sides and 

a rounded base. The pit was filled by (197) which was a very dark black-brown silty loam 

with frequent inclusions of angular stone and a single large stone pad at the bottom of the 

fill. This pit may have been associated with the fragmentary stone wall (200) which lay 

0.30m to the west. The final negative feature to be identified in Trench 6 was pit [201] 

(Fig 18) , a circular cut lying 3.50m from the southern trench edge and truncated to the 

east by [233]. The pit measured 0.70m x 0.75m with sloping sides and a rounded base and 

was filled by (202), a dark black-brown silt with a high volume of brick and stone rubble 

within. 

 

 

 

The western side of Trench 6 was dominated by the remains of two sandstone structures. 

The easternmost of these was (200) (Fig 19) which measured 3.66m x 1.30m orientated 

north-south and was constructed from irregular shaped red sandstone blocks with no 

evidence of mortar between. The structure appeared rectangular in plan but had two 

projecting courses of stone to the west in which was contained an oval cut feature [211] 

(Fig 20). This feature measured 0.55m x 0.40m with sloping sides and a rounded base 

which lay directly on the underlying clay (169). The cut was filled by (212) a very dark 

black-brown gritty silt with moderate inclusions of sub-rounded (>0.05m) and sub-angular 

(<0.03m) stones. The eastern side of (200) was cut by a rectangular cut feature [198] 

which was rectangular in plan and measured c.1.30m x 0.75m x 0.25m. The fill of this cut 

was a mid-greyish brown silt (198) with frequent inclusions of brick fragments and mortar 

but which did not contain any dateable material. All of the features in this area were 

Fig. 19. Wall (200) showing 19
th

 century drains to the left. Looking north. 
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identified following the removal of (188) a truncated layer of sub-rounded cobbles within 

a black-brown silty deposit which was thought to be contemporary with (170) and which 

yielded a fragment of slipware pottery roughly dated to the 17
th

 century.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approximately 0.30m to the west of (200) lay a ceramic field drain (226) which was 

aligned north-south and measured 1.75m x 0.18m. A second brick lined drain (227) lay 

0.40m west of (226) which was also aligned north-south and measured 2.80m x 0.23m. 

Both were truncated to the south and thought to date to the 19th century occupation of the 

site. 

 

The second sandstone structure on the western side of Trench 6 to be identified was found 

to project eastwards from the trench edge and resulted in the extension of the excavation 

edge by 2.00m. Again the features in this area were found to lie below a layer of sub-

rounded cobbles (250) which lay on top of the black ashy layer (174). This area contained 

the remains of three stone walls (179), (180) and (228) (Fig 21) which survived in a poor 

state of preservation. The first to be revealed was (179) a short section of rubble core 

without evidence of a facing course which measured 1.00m x 0.40m and was aligned 

roughly east-west. Lying between this wall and wall (180) to the south was a mid-brown 

silty clay layer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 20. Possible hearth [211] 

with fill (212). Looking south. 

Fig. 21. Walls (180) and 

(228) before Trench 6 was 

extended. Looking east.  
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(178) which contained moderate inclusions of stone rubble and several sherds of medieval 

pottery and tiles (Appendix 3). This deposit measured 2.50m x 1.00m and overlay a 

natural sand layer (247) below. Wall (180) (Fig 22) measured approximately 3.00m x 

0.50m x 0.25m high orientated northeast-southwest and was also largely comprised of the 

remains of a rubble core, although three dressed stones were identified on the northern 

face indicating the possibility that more may survive at a greater depth. This wall did 

appear to curve northwards at the northern end, however this seems to have been due to 

collapse rather than design. The northern face of this wall was cut by a wide depression 

[265] which was only identified in section in the western edge of the trench. This was a 

shallow feature measuring 2.50m wide and 0.35m deep with sloping sides and a flat base 

and was cut from below (174) into the clay (169). The depression contained two fills, the 

stratigraphically earlier of which was (246) a mid-greyish brown sandy silt 0.15m in depth 

with frequent inclusions of sub-angular stones and brick. This deposit was overlain by 

(181) a deeper (0.25m) layer of brick and stone rubble rich in mortar and with a high 

volume of 18
th

 and 19
th

 century pottery sherds. This feature also appeared to cut the 

remains of a third sandstone wall to the north (228) which had been severely damaged and 

existed as a very small section of rubble core with three dressed facing stones to the south 

at the eastern end. This wall stood to a height of 0.15m measuring 4.50m x 0.75m and was 

aligned roughly north-south approximately 2.00m from (180) in the west and 0.20m in the 

east. Unlike (179) and (180) this wall possessed evidence of shell tempered mortar within 

sections of the rubble core. No further features were identified within (169) to the north of 

this wall. 

 

4.8 Trench 7 (Fig 23) 

 

Trench 7 was located in the north-western corner of the site orientated north-south and 

measuring 10.5m x 2m. The trench location was informed by the position of boundary 

features identified during the previous 1979-80 BAG excavations and was placed to look 

for further evidence of these features. The features described below were all identified 

below a narrow layer of black clinker and cinders (046) which in turn lay below (001) and 

(002).  

Fig. 32 Walls (180) and 

(228) post-excavation. 

Looking east. 
 



 

 © CfAA 27/2014: Radcliffe Heritage Project. A Community Excavation. 27 

 

 

 

The northern extent of the trench was 

bounded by a mid-20
th

 century brick wall 

which was found to enclose the northern edge 

of the site. Lying against this wall at the base 

of the trench an east-west linear cut [276] was 

identified which contained an orange sandy 

fill (277) sealing a modern utilities pipe.  

 

Approximately 0.60m from the northern 

extent of the trench Sondage A (Fig 24) was 

excavated which measured 8.40m x 0.80m 

and was excavated to assess the potential for 

remains of the hall boundary ditch. The 

deepest deposit encountered was at c.1.40m 

within the northern part of sondage and was a 

layer of regularly spaced, laid, sub-rounded 

pebbles (280) which was found to cover the 

base of the sondage measuring 3.50m wide. 

Lying above this deposit were several narrow 

layers of dark brown silt and silty clay (011), 

(012), (017), (045), (271), (272), (275), (278), 

(279), all of which were very similar in colour 

and consistency with moderate inclusions of 

sub- rounded and sub-angular pebbles, 

although occasional fragments of brick were 

also identified in (271), (272), (275) and 

(278). In addition several sherds of Midland Purple pottery, possibly dating to the mid-

15
th

/early 16
th

 century, were identified within layer (017). These silting layers were all 

found to lie below a loose black deposit composed of cinders and charred material (046) 

which extended across the trench and measured 3.20m in length.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 43 Aerial view of Trench 7. Looking north. 

 

Fig. 54 Sondage A. Looking 

north. 
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Three deposits were identified in the southern part of the sondage lying against these 

silting layers. Layer (043) was identified at a depth of 1.20m and found to lie above (045) 

and a very small part of (280) whilst lying against (012), (017), (011) and (271). This 

deposit was composed of a mixed red-brown silty clay with frequent inclusions of small 

(>0.10m) sub-rounded pebbles and was visible south beyond the sondage for a distance of 

5.00m. This layer also contained several body sherds of Midland Purple pottery thought to 

date to the mid-15
th

/early 16
th

 century (Appendix 3). Overlying this deposit lay (282) 

which was a light grey-brown sandy silt containing frequent inclusions of brick, stone and 

mortar measuring 3.30m in length. A narrow lens of slate (281) was identified between 

this deposit and the top soil (001) measuring 1.00m in length. 

 

The southern edge of the sondage was bounded by an alignment of degraded red sandstone 

(288) (Figs 24 & 25) orientated east-west. This feature was composed of red sandstone 

blocks in varying sizes (between <0.20m - <0.50m), however none appeared to be dressed. 

The stone alignment ran across the trench and measured 0.75m wide with a further 0.90m 

of tumbled stone projecting into the sondage. To the south of this feature a 4.00m wide 

area of deposit (282) was excavated to investigate the potential for remains associated with 

the wall or ditch uncovered by the Bury Archaeological Group in 1979. The deposit was 

found to be 0.05m thick but no features of this nature were identified in the underlying 

layer (043). Approximately 4.60m south of (288) a square stone pad was identified sitting 

on layer (282) in the centre of the trench. The pad measured 0.45m x 0.45m but was not 

found to have any associated features nearby. Alongside this pad Sondage B (Fig 26) was 

excavated to reveal the nature and extent of a dark black-brown deposit (230) with a high 

volume of white mortar which surrounded the stone pad and continued eastwards beyond 

the trench edge. This deposit was found to measure 1.00m wide and sloped downwards to 

the south. The deposit comprised a silty loam with frequent inclusions (70%) of brick 

fragments and pebbles.  

 

A dark brown-black silty loam (231) was identified 

directly below (230) and was found to be c.0.24m 

thick. This deposit had very infrequent inclusions of 

small sub-angular stone and in turn lay directly over 

(259). This was a damaged and truncated cobbled 

surface measuring 0.85m x 0.70m which lay at a 

depth of 66.42m AOD and comprised a broken layer 

of sub-rounded cobbles between 0.08m-0.15m. The 

surface was revealed to overlie (043). 

 

The southern end of this sondage was bounded by a 3 

course handmade brick wall (024) running east-west 

across the southern end of the trench. The wall was 

0.38m wide extending beyond the trench edges to the 

east and west and excavated to a depth of 2 courses 

(c.0.20m). A compacted red-brown silty clay (023) 

was revealed to lie against the southern face of wall 

(024) and covered the southern end of Trench 7. This 

layer had moderate inclusions of brick and stone 

fragments (40%) and was cut on its southern side by 

[261]. This was a straight sided linear feature with a 

flat base which extended across Fig. 65 Trench 7. Looking south. 
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the southern end of the trench running east-west (Fig 27). This feature was revealed to be 

cut from directly below (002) through (046), (023) and (266) and was filled by (262) 

which was a dark red brown silty loam with frequent inclusions of brick, stone and mortar. 

Several large, flat stones (267) were identified on the edges of this cut which appeared to 

be associated with it. (266) was a 2 course handmade brick wall which was uncovered at 

the southern extreme of Trench 7 and extended 1.00m from the trench edge running 

northwest-southeast. The wall measured 0.23m wide and was laid in stretcher bond to a 

height of approximately 0.25m lying on top of the stone edging (267). Lying against this 

wall and the southern edge of [261] was an area of sub-rounded cobbles (268) almost 

identical in depth and nature to (259). This surface was in a better state of preservation 

than (259) and continued south beyond the edge of the trench.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 76 Sondage B. 

Looking west. 

 

Fig. 27 19
th

 century features 

at the southern end of 

Trench 7. Looking west. 
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4.9 Trench 8 (Fig 28)  

 

 

Trench 8 was located on the western side of the site and was positioned to uncover the 

remains of the 19
th

 century terraced housing on Tower Street. The trench was orientated 

north-south and measured 25m x 6.50m with archaeological deposits encountered at a 

depth of 0.30m-0.50m. Trench 8 lay within the scheduled area. 

In the north-western corner of the trench a large area of laid handmade brick (030) (Fig 

29) was revealed which covered an area 2.80m x 2.20m and continued north and west 

beyond the trench edge. This surface was in a very good condition but had been truncated 

to the east, most likely by the demolition of the houses in the 1960s. The surface was 

bounded by the remains of two red sandstone walls, (034) to the south and (031) to the 

east. The southerly wall (034) was aligned east-west measuring 0.40m wide and 2.75m 

long and was comprised of dressed sandstone blocks between 0.20m – 0.60m in size. This 

wall continued east beyond (031) for c.4.00m where excavation of a sondage revealed the 

wall to be 2 courses high, however this section was less well preserved and heavily 

truncated at the junction with (031). Wall (031) was fragmentary in nature comprising 

only two large (0.40m-0.60m) sandstone blocks interspersed with smaller stone pieces. 

Large sandstone blocks within the western end of the sondage to the east may have 

represented further rubble from this structure.  

 

 

 

 

Fig. 28 Aerial view of Trench 8. Looking west. 

 

Fig. 29 
General view 

of (030) and 

(034). 

Looking 

south. 
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To the south of (034) several features were identified which abutted or lay against the 

wall. The westernmost of these was (028), an area c.1.50m x 1.50m x 0.15m of compacted 

black cindery material lying against (034) and surrounded to the east and west by a grey-

brown deposit containing large stone rubble fragments (029). Both of these deposits were 

found to lie on top of (003) which was a grey-brown sandy clay levelling layer identified 

across the majority of Trench 8 at a depth of 0.40m-0.50m. To the west of (029) wall 

(033) was revealed to be a two course sandstone wall abutting (034) and in line with (031) 

and may have been a continuation of this wall. The wall measured 0.40m wide and 

c.1.40m long and was comprised of yellow sandstone blocks which included a possible 

door jamb (032). Lying against this wall a handmade brick wall (036) was identified 

measuring 0.45m x 0.85m and composed of two brick courses wide with a foundation 

course at a depth of 0.10m. The upper course of this wall comprised a row of headers on 

the western face and a row of stretchers on the eastern with the northernmost brick sitting 

on top of wall (034). At the southern end of this wall was a square brick feature (182) 

which lay at a 30˚ angle to (036) and measured 0.40m x 0.40m. The relationship between 

this feature and (036) could not be ascertained. Approximately 0.75m to the west of (036) 

was a second stone wall (035) measuring 0.40m x 1.20m and excavated to a height of 

0.50m, representing two courses of dressed red sandstone. Abutting this to the west a 

handmade brick structure (038) (Fig 30) was identified which comprised a rectangular U 

shaped wall measuring 1.40m x 1.00m standing c.0.30m high with patches of whitewash 

evident on the interior face. This wall comprised a single course to the north and east and 

two brick courses to the south and extended beyond the western edge of the trench. The 

wall enclosed a flagged floor surface (039) which had been covered by a demolition layer 

of brick rubble (040). Both the demolition deposit and the inner face of (038) had 

considerable evidence of coal/charcoal residue.  

 

 

Approximately 2.00m south of (182) and lying 

with (003) a second angled area of laid bricks 

(041) was uncovered. This truncated feature 

comprised 2 courses of machine made bricks 

bonded with black mortar and angled at c.30˚ 

northwest-southeast. This feature lay at the 

eastern end of (021) which comprised a line of 

heavily degraded red sandstone extending east 

from the western edge of the trench and 

measuring 0.40m x 2.00m. This in turn was 

surrounded by a layer of pinkish sandy silt 

(020), probably present as the result of the decay 

of (021).  

 

Running north-south along the central and 

southern part of Trench 8 were several features 

associated with the 19
th

 century workers housing 

block. Approximately 8.50m from the northern 

edge and 0.50m from the eastern edge of the 

trench lay a handmade brick structure enclosing 

the remains of two ‘Tippler’ toilets. This 

structure was composed of 2 course handmade 

brick walls (019) to the north, (018) to the south, 
Fig. 30 Brick built coal store (038).  
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(007) to the east and (008) to the west with a central dividing wall (009), all of which were 

laid in Flemish bond with black mortar. The structure measured 3.50m x 1.40m in total 

with two internal spaces for the toilets measuring 1.40m x 0.85m. Wall (007) continued to 

the north for c.0.70m beyond (019) and to the south for c.0.25m where it abutted wall 

(004). The upper brick course of (007) was missing equally either side of (009) for a 

length of 0.70m with evidence of a layer of slate in place of bricks. The toilets themselves 

were surrounded by two identical infilling deposits, (005) to the north around Toilet 1 (Fig 

31) and (006) to the south around Toilet 2, these were composed of a black ashy loam with 

high concentrations of brick, slate, slag and charcoal fragments. Both ceramic toilets were 

in a reasonable state of preservation, although Toilet 2 (Fig 31) still had the ‘tipper’ in 

position. The brown glazed toilet remains were U shaped measuring 0.95m x 0.55m and 

had rebate around the rim and an outlet hole in the base at a depth of c.0.50m. 

 

 

A sondage was excavated between walls (018) and (004) to ascertain the extent of these 

walls and investigate (013), a mixed grey-brown deposit with frequent inclusions of brick, 

mortar and sandstone rubble. This deposit contained two large (<0.25m) blocks of 

architectural red sandstone 

 

Wall (004) was revealed to abut the southern end of wall (007) and was made up of 3 

courses of handmade brick laid with black mortar in header bond with a single foundation 

course. This wall was excavated to a length of 5.30m where it abutted (057). 

 

A 1.75m deep sondage was excavated between walls (018) and (004) to ascertain the 

extent of these walls and investigate (013), a mixed grey-brown deposit with frequent 

inclusions of brick, mortar and sandstone rubble. This deposit contained two large 

(<0.25m) blocks of architectural red sandstone which lay directly below a lens of orange 

sandy clay (016).  

 

Approximately 2m west of Toilets 1 and 2 a second handmade brick structure was 

identified which was almost identical to (038). This feature comprised three single course 

Fig. 31 19
th

 century Tippler toilet block Toilets 1 and 2. Looking west. 
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handmade brick walls, (042) and (044) to the north and south respectively and (048) to the 

west, laid with a white mortar which abutted to the east (050) a line of large (0.30m x 

0.50m) red sandstone blocks running north-south. These walls enclosed a black ashy 

deposit (049) with frequent inclusions of brick fragments which lay directly over a stone 

flagged floor (047).  

 

A third similar structure was revealed to lie 2.50m south of (044) but this had been subject 

to alterations during its period of use and its southern side had been truncated by the Bury 

Archaeological Group’s excavations in the early 1980s [056]. As before the eastern 

boundary of the structure was made up of a red sandstone wall (055) measuring 1.40m x 

0.45m although, unlike before, this wall continued north beyond the end of the brick wall 

abutting it. This wall was (053) and comprised a single course of handmade brick laid with 

white mortar which was excavated to a depth of 3 courses (approx. 0.30m). At 1.00m west 

of (055) this wall returned north for 0.80m before turning west for 0.80m and finally south 

for 0.80m where it abutted an identical handmade brick wall. This wall measured 0.45m in 

length before being truncated by [056] and may have been in place before the extension 

represented by (053) was constructed. No floor surface was identified within this structure 

however a black silty deposit (054) was found to lie between (055) and (053).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At 4.40m south of wall (018) a band of grey-brown sandy loam (015) with a high 

percentage (70%-90%) of degraded mortar was identified which filled a construction cut 

[064] for wall (066) (Fig 32). This deposit was excavated to reveal a second fill (065) at a 

depth of c.0.50m which comprised red sandstone fragments in a silty loam and sealed wall 

(066). This wall was found to lie at a depth of 0.95m and was orientated northeast-

southwest. The wall measured approximately 0.40m x 1.20m and was constructed from 

red sandstone which had been greatly disturbed and truncated to the east. To the south 

deposits (015) and (065) were cut by the construction trench [063] for the second 19
th

 

century toilet structure. This was found to lie 0.10m to the north and 0.30m to the west of 

the structure and was filled by (062), a loose dark brown deposit with frequent fragments 

of brick, mortar and stone. The toilet structure itself was identical to Toilets 1 and 2 with a 

two course handmade brick wall (057) (Fig 32) enclosing 2 rectangular openings 

Fig. 32 Walls (057) and (066). Looking east. 
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measuring 1.35m x 0.85m and excavated to a depth of 0.95m (10 courses). Only the 

northernmost opening in this block contained a ceramic tipper basin (Toilet 3; Fig 33) 

which was surrounded by (059) an ashy, black deposit identical to (005) and (006). The 

southern opening was fully excavated to ascertain the depth of these features which was 

found to be 1.05m at which a drainage hole was revealed in the northern portion. A wall 

(061) (Fig 34) was revealed to abut the south-eastern corner of this structure and 

continued southwards along the same alignment as (004). This wall was excavated to a 

length of 3.35m after which it continued beyond the trench edge and was 0.22m wide, 

composed of two courses of handmade brick laid in stretcher bond.  

 

To the west of this wall and covering the southern extent of the trench lay an area of red 

sandstone fragments (060) (Fig 35) measuring 2.40m x 3.20m. The fragments ranged in 

size between 0.10m-0.50m however the larger stones were concentrated in the centre of 

the scatter. A sondage was excavated to ascertain the depth of this deposit and its potential 

for associated structures. This revealed that the scatter was very shallow at only 0.20m 

deep and lay directly on top of the ubiquitous sandy clay (003). 

 

4.10 Trench 9 (Fig 36) 
 

Fig. 36 Aerial 

view of 

Trench 9A 

and B. 

Looking east. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9A 9B 

Fig. 33 Tippler toilet 

3. Looking south. 

 

Fig. 34 Wall (061) and stone scatter (060). Looking north. 
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This trench was excavated within the remains of the medieval tower to investigate the 

potential for internal floor surfaces or structures and to revisit the excavations undertaken 

by Shawcross in the 1960s. The trench was divided in two with Trench 9A to the south 

and Trench 9B to the north both measuring c.3.00m x 3.50m. All features and deposits 

described below lay under (125) a thin layer of topsoil which in turn overlay (126) a layer 

of gravel found across the internal space within the tower and was identical to the modern 

path circling the outside of the tower.  

 

Trench 9A (Fig 36) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trench 9A was the southernmost of the two excavated within the tower structure and lay 

c.1.50m from the internal southern, western and eastern walls. The trench was dominated 

by a layer of yellow sandy gravel (142) which was excavated to a depth of 1.00m in the 

south-western corner. This deposit was identified on both sides of (132) which was a 

handmade brick wall running north-south across the centre of the trench measuring 3.50m 

x 0.23m. The wall was composed of two courses of handmade bricks laid in header bond 

and was truncated to the east. Approximately 0.70m from the northern edge of the trench 

the wall had a 0.35m wide opening which appeared to have been caused by robber 

activity. To the east of this opening a U shaped cut of unknown function [221] (Fig 39) 

was identified to extend from the eastern edge of the trench. This cut had a round base 

with gradually sloping sides and was 0.50m deep measuring 1.10m x 1.00m. The feature 

was filled by (222) a brown sandy silt which contained fragments of late 19
th

 century 

pottery. 

 

Trench 9B (Fig 37) 

 

Trench 9B lay in the northern part of the tower structure and was a similar shape and size 

to 9A with an extension measuring 1.75m x 1.75m to the north east. This trench was 

placed to investigate the findings of Alexander Shawcross in the 1960s which uncovered 

the possible remains of a well within the tower. All the features described below lay below 

Fig. 36 Trench 9A. Looking south. 
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(129) which was a layer of dark brown redeposited sandy silt. This in turn lay below (125) 

and (126) 

 

 

The cut of this earlier trench [223] (Fig 38) was revealed in the north-eastern corner of 

Trench 9B and was filled with a dark brown mixed deposit (224) with frequent inclusions 

of brick, stone and mortar. The trench was at a sufficient depth to uncover the tower 

foundations in the north-eastern corner. These were found to lie at a depth 1.50m and were 

composed of the same red sandstone blocks as the tower with the lowest four courses 

stepped inwards toward the centre of the structure. Also within [223] were the remains of 

a single course handmade brick wall (287) measuring 1.38m x 0.12m. The wall was 

excavated to two courses high running east-west and was identified at a depth of 0.40m. 

This wall did not appear to be associated with any other features in the trench. To the west 

of cut [131] lay a deposit of greyish-brown clay (225) with very few inclusions or finds 

within. This may have also been part of the levelling activity carried out inside the tower 

during the 20
th

 century and related to (125)-(127). 

 

A rectangular feature [131] was identified in the southern half of the trench which 

measured 1.60m x 1.45m running north-south. This feature was filled with a mixed 

deposit of large stone fragments and brick in a dark brown silty loam (130) which also 

produced six fragments of Midland Yellow pottery roughly dated to the mid-16
th

 – early 

17
th

 century. No function was evident for this feature however the nature of the fill and its 

regular rectangular shape suggests it may be the remains of a second Shawcross trench 

with the medieval pottery redeposited during his excavations. In the south-eastern corner 

of the trench a deposit of brown sandy silt with large stone inclusions was revealed to 

measure 1.20m x 1.30m when viewed in plan. This deposit was comprised of large angular 

and sub-angular stone blocks along with small numbers of brick fragments. This was 

excavated to ascertain its nature and function and was found to be flat based and overlay 

(142).   

 

 

 

Fig. 37 Trench 9B. Looking north. 
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Fig. 38 Foundation courses of the 

Tower. Looking east. 

 

Fig. 39 Cut [221]. Looking east. 
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5. Archaeological Results 

 
5.1 Introduction 

 

The excavation was able to reveal features associated with various phases of occupation 

on the site from the medieval period to the mid-20
th

 century. Historic mapping and local 

archive material indicates a range of changes and alterations that were made to the uses of 

the site throughout this period and the recent work shows that this is also reflected 

archaeologically. 

 

5.2 Trench 1 

 

This trench demonstrated that the area had been heavily disturbed during more recent 

times, with the vast majority of deposits identified were modern make up layers. The 

timber identified may have been a telegraph pole located along the road which once ran 

across the site in this area. The only feature of interest was the possible cobbled surface 

identified within the middle portion of the trench.  It was badly truncated but appeared to 

have evidence of trampling. However no dating evidence was retrieved so there is little to 

suggest what period this feature belongs to. 

 

5.3 Trench 2 

 

This trench had been heavily disturbed with several modern make-up layers. The 

rectangular pit was below the modern make-up layers but there was little to suggest what 

its function was as most of the finds retrieved from here were animal bones and nineteenth 

century pottery. Although undated, (027) appeared to be the heavily robbed and truncated 

remains of a wall, possibly Medieval in date. Unfortunately not enough information nor 

any dating evidence was gleaned to suggest how it relates to the tower but shows that there 

are remains worth investigating further in an area that is scheduled but little is known 

about. 

 

5.4 Trench 3 

 

This trench possessed very few archaeological features and was characterised by the 

ubiquitous yellowish brown clay, which was also found further north during the 2012 

DGM evaluation. This deposit was believed to be redeposited in the area of terraced 

workers housing in 2012, however the presence of this layer at a depth of 1.20m in Trench 

3 would seem an excessive thickness for a levelling layer. This is also reinforced by the 

fact that this layer lay directly over two natural gravel deposits and held no evidence of 

archaeological features or materials at a depth below 0.50m. It would therefore seem to be 

the case that at some time during the construction or alteration of the housing on Church 

Row a large amount of this clay was removed from directly behind the houses and used as 

a levelling layer within.  

 

Those features that were identified in Trench 3, a rubbish pit containing 19
th

 century 

pottery and a linear feature with edging stones, are more than likely associated with the 

19
th

 century farm and housing that occupied the site. Despite very few stones remaining 
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within or adjacent to the linear feature its shape, depth and fill are suggestive of a 

disused/robbed out culvert. 

   

5.5 Trench 4 

 

Although a considerable number of features were identified within this trench the 

associated occupation of the area appeared to last no longer than 200 years at most. All of 

the features revealed were related to the 19
th

 and 20
th

 century farm complex identified on 

historic mapping of the time. Two main phases can be seen in the trench; the earlier being 

represented by the truncated handmade brick wall and smaller cobbled surface to the north 

dated to the mid-19
th

 century and the later features in the southern part of the trench 

represented by the concrete surface, machine made brick wall and area of larger cobbles 

all dating to the late 19
th

/early 20
th

 century. Archival evidence has indicated that a number 

of alterations were made to both the structures and overall layout of the farm during this 

period and the evidence found in Trench 4 serves to confirm this and elaborate on the 

nature of some of those changes. 

 

5.6 Trench 5 

 

The archaeological remains found in Trench 5 were similar to those uncovered in Trench 4 

and were associated with the same farm structures. The brick walls revealed in this trench 

directly correspond to a workshop/barn structure visible on the historic mapping of the site 

from the mid-late 19
th

 century. It is therefore reasonable to assume that the large cobbled 

area to the west represents the yard surface also indicated on this mapping. It is likely that 

the raised area of brick and setts represents an internal floor surface, possibly of animal 

stalls as suggested by the timber partition identified. To the east of the brick structure a 

second area of cobbles were found to be similar in nature to the later phase cobbles 

identified in Trench 4 and may have been part of the same surface which surrounded the 

tower during its use as a farm. 

 

5.7 Trench 6 

 

Trench 6 possessed features representing the widest date range found on the site spanning 

the medieval period through to the mid-20
th

 century. By far the most numerous were those 

features associated with the 19
th

 and 20
th

 century farm structures. The postholes identified 

on the eastern side of the trench seemed to correspond with an open sided structure visible 

on photographs and historic mapping from the early 20
th

 century and the three cobbled 

surfaces revealed on the western side are likely to be related to the farms yards/trackways. 

In addition to this there was a considerable amount of 19
th

 and 20
th

 century material 

discovered in the occupation layers overlying the eastern side of the trench suggesting that 

this period saw intensive activity in this area of the site.  

 

The remains of stone structures identified within this trench represent the earlier phases of 

occupation on the site and in some cases may pre-date the 1403 license to crenellate which 

led to the building or rebuilding of the tower. In particular the sealed deposit found on the 

western side of the trench adjacent to the truncated stone walls (179) and (180) produced 

sherds of medieval pottery of varying styles which could be dated to between the early 13
th

 

century and the mid-17
th

 century (Appendix 3). The fragmentary nature and unusual 

alignment of the walls themselves on this side of the trench is also suggestive of an earlier 

building in the western side of the site. Although no dateable evidence was found with the 
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L shaped wall in the north of the trench, the presence of re-used carved stone in this 

structure would also seem to indicate the potential for later medieval activity in the area, 

again possibly relating to a pre-1403 building.  

 

5.8 Trench 7 

 

The excavation of Trench 7 revealed three possible phases of occupation on the site. The 

earliest of these is represented by the heavily degraded sandstone wall identified in the 

centre of the trench which may correspond with a wall identified during the 1979/80 

excavations. This wall was thought to be the boundary wall of the site and possessed an 

associated ditch to the south (Tyson, 1985). However the sondage excavated in Trench 7 

located a cobbled surface at its base which would suggest that this feature may have been 

a hollow way providing access to/around the hall. The presence of pottery dated to the 

15
th

/16
th

 century in the silting layers of this feature also seem to indicate that this may have 

been in use during the later medieval period. The features identified in the southern part of 

the trench are all conducive with the post-medieval occupation of the site as a farm. The 

second cobbled surface within the southern sondage is likely to form part of the yard area 

identified on historic mapping and may be associated with similar surfaces in Trenches 5 

and 6 as well as that exposed during the 2007 excavation by Oxford Archaeology North 

(Hughes, 2007). The latest phase of occupation is represented by the brick wall and culvert 

revealed on the southern side of the trench which almost certainly form part of the 19
th

 

century farm structures as seen on the 1889/90 OS map. 

 

5.9 Trench 8 

 

With the exception of some features in the southern part of this trench the structures 

identified were all associated with the yards of the 19
th

 century workers housing on Tower 

Street. Historic mapping indicates that the houses themselves are likely to be positioned 

below the modern road to the west of the site but the level of preservation demonstrated by 

the features in Trench 8 would suggest that the houses are likely to exist largely intact 

below the surface. Like the excavation of Church Row in 2012 this trench produced good 

examples of brick built coal stores, however unlike before these examples appeared to be 

external to the main terrace and possibly accessed by an exterior door. The presence of 

outside ‘Tippler’ toilets for each house serves to reinforce the results of the previous 

excavation that such housing situated some distance from large town centres enjoyed 

better facilities and more space than their urban counterparts (Cattell et al 2013). The reuse 

of stone from the hall in the building of the workers housing as described in contemporary 

documents seems to be confirmed by the presence of red sandstone blocks in the 

construction of the coal stores and northern wall. In addition to domestic structures a 

section of the access track from the road to the 19th century farm buildings was revealed 

in the form of a handmade brick surface at the far northern end of the trench. 

 

5.10 Trench 9 
 

The archaeological remains uncovered in Trench 9 were able to confirm that no original 

internal features of the medieval building were extant however other features relating to 

the later use of the structure were identified. Although the function could not be 

ascertained it is likely that the cut features found in both 9A and B were related to the post 

medieval farm phase of occupation, perhaps in the period following alterations to the 

fabric of the tower. The same can also be said of the fragmented brick features identified 
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which are likely to have been part of internal partitions/animal stalls dating to the 19
th

 

century when documentary and photographic evidence shows the tower in use as a barn 

(Fig.). Trench 9B was found to contain the scars of Shawcross’s excavation from the 

1960s although little evidence of the well he uncovered in this area was found. The only 

possible feature to be related to the well was the single course brick wall which bounded 

to the south a dark infill deposit, which may represent the well backfilling. 

  

5.10 Conclusion 

 

The excavations at Radcliffe Tower have illustrated the varying states of preservation 

between the medieval and 19
th

 century remains uncovered and the benefit of the Scheduled 

Ancient Monument status in preserving those remains. The work has also revealed the 

close links between the hall and later farm structures, both in geographical terms and in 

the reuse of building materials.  

 

Coupled with the results of the 2012 DGM excavation the present investigation of the 19
th

 

century terrace has provided a clear picture of the nature of workers housing in an area 

less constrained by available building space than city centre examples. In particular the 

presence of Tippler toilets for each residence is a good indicator of the quality of housing 

and the social conscience of the Bealey Family responsible for their construction.  

 

The medieval remains uncovered, although fragmentary in nature, have answered some 

questions of scale and building material of the main hall attached to Radcliffe Tower. 

However there are still unanswered questions surrounding the degraded red sandstone 

walls on the western side of Trench 6 as their alignment and close proximity to each other 

doesn’t appear to fit with the projected position of the hall and west wing. The pottery 

found in the sealed deposit to the south of these walls would suggest that they related to a 

pre-1403 building phase of either the manor house or ancillary buildings connected to it. 

Further investigation would be needed to ascertain the function and date of these 

structures. Due to several episodes of landscaping to the west of the tower during its use as 

a farm and afterwards, very little remains of the footprint of the hall abutting this side of 

the tower and no internal surfaces have survived.  

 

The change of use from a fortified manor house to a farm has had a huge impact on the 

survival of the medieval structures both in terms of the re-appropriation of the original 

building and its subsequent demolition and land use. As expected the occupation of the 

farm into the 20
th

 century meant that much of the later structures were clearly represented 

in the excavated remains and could be identified on historic mapping of the 19
th

 and 20
th

 

centuries.   
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6. Discussion 
 

 

 

6.1 Introduction 

 

The excavation works have revealed that significant remains associated with the medieval 

and 19
th

 century occupation of the site exist in a reasonable state of preservation within the 

environs of the tower. In addition to the standing ruins themselves, other structural 

elements of the medieval hall have been identified which have been positively dated to the 

13
th

-16
th

 centuries. Whilst this represents the earliest structure on site, further work would 

be needed to ascertain if this is indeed the earliest building phase of the hall. Extensive 

remains have also been found which relate to the 19
th

 century farm and terraced workers 

housing. In particular the well preserved examples of ‘Tippler Toilets’ associated with the 

Tower Street dwellings and the internal and external floor surfaces related to the ancillary 

buildings of the farm have enabled a clearer picture of the character of the area at this time 

to be built up. Several features identified were more difficult to assign phasing to due to 

the lack of dateable material or their ephemeral nature such as the pits and postholes in 

Trench 6. 

 

The evidence uncovered during the Radcliffe Heritage Project excavations can be viewed 

as multi-period and broadly categorised into six distinct phases as follows; 

 

6.2 Phasing 

 

Phase 1: 13
th

 -14
th

 Century 

 

The earliest features to be identified on the site were the degraded red sandstone walls on 

the western side of Trench 6 and the silt deposits lying between. These features were 

sealed below the 19
th

-century activity in this area, namely a cobbled yard surface, and had 

no evidence of damage or disturbance. It is likely that these features were associated with 

an early form of the de-Radcliffe’s hall; however their alignment northeast-southwest does 

not correspond with the 18
th

 century images of the house or align with the standing 

remains of the tower. As a result it is reasonable to suggest that the structures represented 

by these walls were early ancillary buildings related to the hall, possibly a kitchen, buttery 

or granary (Grenville, 1997).  

 

Phase 2: 15
th

 - 17
th

 Century 

 

The second phase of occupation was represented by the two sections of dressed stone wall 

to the west of Trench 6. Again both walls were sealed by later cobbled surfaces with the 

levelling layer above the southern-most wall containing fragments of 17
th

 century pottery. 

Both walls were similar in character and thickness to those of the tower and were aligned 

with the projected position of the final version of the medieval hall. The location of these 

walls would suggest that they formed part of the western gable of the house prior to the 
construction of the west wing. Whether these walls continued in stone to their full height 

could not be ascertained, however 18
th

 century pictorial evidence does indicate that this 

part of the structure was timber framed resting on a stone sill. This therefore may mean 

that the remains uncovered were foundations for such timber walls. The possible boundary 
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wall and hollow way identified in Trench 7, although not defensive as the 1403 license 

would suggest, are likely to belong to this later period of occupation of the hall and tower 

and indicate greater social status. 

 

Phase 3: 18
th 

- Mid 19
th

 Century 

 

This phase ties in with the hall’s demolition and the use of the tower as a farm building 

and as such all the features identified are thought to be related to the post-1840 occupation 

of the farm. The handmade brick wall and small area of cobbles on the western side of 

Trench 4 could not be aligned with any structures on the 19
th

 century mapping although 

both may be related to ancillary buildings within the farm, perhaps even the lean to seen 

on later photographs of the tower. The brick walls in the tower itself are also likely to have 

belonged to this phase as part of the alteration of the tower to accommodate livestock. The 

position of the pits and postholes found in Trench 6 indicates that these features postdate 

the hall building and along with the cobbled surfaces also seen in this trench suggests that 

all were related to a yard area to the west of the tower. Although only one example was 

revealed the timber stake in one of these postholes may point to the presence of temporary 

buildings or smaller structures within this yard space. A letter from the Bealey family 

confirms that following the demolition of the hall much of the stonework was reused in the 

construction of the workers housing fronting the north and west boundaries of the site 

(Nevell, 2014). This is supported by the nature of the remains revealed and conclusively 

places the coal stores in Trench 8 within this phase of occupation. Contemporary mapping 

indicates that the addition of enclosed yards and toilets blocks for these properties was 

undertaken at a later date. 

 

Phase 4: Mid- Late 19
th

 Century 

 

The fourth occupation phase also relates to the use of the site as a farm but covers those 

buildings which were added in the later part of the 19
th

 century as part of its expansion and 

a general upsurge in building in the area. All of the features in Trench 5 can be attributed 

to this phase as they relate to a large structure and yard visible on the 1889-90 OS map. 

This is also borne out by the nature of the finds from this trench, all of which were late 

19
th

 and early 20
th

 century in date. The character of the flooring within this building 

suggests its use as a barn, shippon or stables (Cattell et. al., 2013). 

 

Phase 5: Late 19
th

- 20
th

 Century 

 

This phase is thought to be part of a second, more limited, period of expansion on the site. 

In particular the remodelling or rebuilding of the structure identified in Trench 4 in 

machine made brick and concrete can be attributed to this phase. The enclosed yards and 

toilet blocks revealed in Trench 5 are also part of this expansion and can be roughly dated 

using both historic mapping and analysis of the Tippler toilet fragments to the early part of 

the 20
th

 century, sometime during the 1910s/1920s. 

 

Phase 6: Later 20
th

 Century 

 

The final phase of occupation represented on the site incorporated the demolition of the 

workers’ housing and the construction of the haul road next to and west of the remains of 

the tower. Following these changes to the site the land to either side of the tower was left 

empty in accordance with the Scheduled Ancient Monument regulations and assimilated 
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with the nearby council owned, Close Park. This affectively put a stop to further works or 

development on the site with the exception of basic maintenance and the archaeological 

works carried out over the later 20
th

 and early 21
st
 centuries. 

 

6.3 The Archaeological Context 

 

The data gathered from the excavation of the land surrounding Radcliffe Tower will 

contribute to the aims of the Radcliffe Heritage Project in improving the setting of the 

remains and providing information boards and other educational resources.  

 

The remains uncovered during the 2013 excavation have revealed a considerable amount 

about the changing history of the site’s occupation and use in particular charting the 

transition from a high status medieval hall to a small 20
th

 century farm is an especially 

interesting topic of research. In addition the presence of such well-preserved remains of 

19
th

 century workers housing opens up the discussion on the comparative social status of 

suburban workers as opposed to their city-centre counterparts. The landscape surrounding 

the tower has become characterised by expansion and adaptation, not only in the 

architecture present but also in terms of human experience and social status, a fact clearly 

visible in the material culture identified during the excavation. Furthermore, the standing 

remains which have continued in use throughout their 700 year history are by definition 

not only a medieval building but also a 16
th

, 17
th

, 18
th

 and 19
th

 century building 

representing distinctive and separate forms of dwelling based on its contemporary uses 

and social structure. 

 

The Medieval Hall (Fig 40) 

 

Studies relating to the hall and tower have widely cited the 1403 licence to crenallate 

granted to James de Radcliffe by Henry IV as the date for the construction of the tower 

and by association, the attached hall. The licence was granted against a backdrop of social 

and civil upheaval as Henry clashed with his Lords to consolidate his power and assert his 

reign across the country. It was not uncommon for medieval houses at this time to be 

fortified in some way, usually by their construction in stone and enclosed by a boundary 

wall with ditch or moat. However, recent study on the fabric and architectural features of 

the tower has found that the 1403 date could now be pushed back by as much as a century 

(Nevell, 2014). Documentary evidence indicates that the de Radcliffe family were in 

possession of the manor of Radcliffe as early as the 12
th

 century and held it as their chief 

residence from this time. This would suggest that an earlier hall existed prior to the 14
th

 

century date now put forward for the tower. As such it would be plausible to suggest that 

the tower and its associated timber framed hall were rebuilt to replace that earlier house. 

 

The licence itself may be misleading in that it gives permission for two towers, a hall and 

a boundary wall to be constructed in stone; however no evidence has been uncovered to 

indicate the building of these structures. If the tower does, as is now suggested, date to the 

14
th

 century the grant may be retrospective in order to include this tower with the addition 

of the other structures mentioned. Alternatively the licence may have been sought and 

granted as an affirmation of James de Radcliffe’s social standing and popularity with the 

king, rather than a statement of intent to build. Victorian scholars held the view, which is 

still widely held, that licences to crenellate were a way of the crown controlling overly 

powerful lords (Castle Studies Group, 2006). However, recent scholarly research suggests 

that this does not seem to be the case; rather a licence was viewed as a status symbol to 
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those who were awarded it 

and very little action was 

taken against those who 

built without one, 

suggesting a licence’s 

main attraction was in its 

prestige (CSG, 2006). It is 

possible, then, that the 

structures approved in the 

licence were never built, 

merely extensions and 

improvements may have 

been made to the hall and 

its defences. Furthermore, 

as licences were granted 

irrespective of wealth the 

de Radcliffe family may 

not have had the funds required for a rebuilding of this scale.  

 

The rebuilding of the hall in the 14
th

 century seems to be the only major rebuilding phase 

during the use of the building as a manor house, although successive Lords are likely to 

have put their mark onto the building. This practice will have become less or even stopped 

following 1517 when Robert Radcliffe inherited the manor and it ceased to be the main 

family residence. Despite this, pictorial and documentary evidence, in particular the work 

of Edward Baines, are able to show at least one large remodelling episode, although it is 

unclear when exactly this took place. It is generally thought that the timber framing of the 

hall was filled by wattle and daub, however Baines in 1836 describes it as having brick 

nogging between the beams. Although examples of original brick nogging exist in 

medieval town houses there is no evidence for this before the 1690s (Brunskill, 2000).  

 

Robert Radcliffe’s inheritance of the manor would have signalled a step down in status for 

the hall as it seems to have been let to tenant farmers from this date, as was common for 

the second or third homes of wealthy families (Arrowsmith, 1995). This was compounded 

by the subsequent restructuring of rooms within the building which resulted in the removal 

of the kitchen and other accommodation to the west wing and the demotion of the tower 

and hall to a cow shed and barn respectively (Arrowsmith, 1995). The plan-form of a 

medieval hall indicated the social status of its owner as much as his position or wealth and 

had hierarchical connotations (Grenville, 1997). This was especially clear in the layout of 

the main hall with the Lords’ table situated, often on a dais, at the ‘high’ end of the hall 

with servants and retainers seated at the ‘low’ end close to the entrance to the pantry, 

kitchen and buttery. Regional variations of this plan, dependant on the layout of individual 

halls, exist however the meaning is the same. From this point onwards the hall would have 

been viewed by local people as any other, albeit rather grand, farmstead. This reduction in 

status is also clear from drawings of the 18
th

 century showing the ruinous state of the 

tower, indicative of the lack of interest shown in the building by its owners at that time, 

the Assheton family. 

 

Fig. 40 Wyatt’s drawing of Radcliffe Hall and Tower from 1781. 
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The Industrial Revolution had 

a huge impact on the towns of 

Lancashire and Radcliffe was 

no different, bringing greater 

wealth to its rapidly 

expanding population. This in 

turn increased the demand for 

food production in the area 

which is likely to have 

impacted on the hall farm. 

However, by the early 19
th

 

century the town’s bleaching 

industry was starting to 

outstrip its agricultural output 

leading to massive population 

increase as workers were 

employed at the local 

factories. This resulted in greater pressure on available building space within the town to 

house the new workforce. It was against this backdrop that the now crumbling hall and 

tower were leased to Bealey’s & Company’s Bleachworks with the condition that the farm 

buildings be repaired, if necessary, using stone from the hall. In an age where progress and 

modernity were highly prized the hall had finally become obsolete as a working building 

and was no longer seen as anything but a quarry for useful building materials. Following 

the demolition of the hall the tower remained but was only minimally repaired and 

continued in use by the farm. Despite its dilapidated state (Fig 41) the tower and hall 

remained a focus for local historians and antiquarians who continued to describe and 

sketch the remains, many of which have been cited in this report.  

 

It is clear that patterns of land ownership and wider social issues have had an impact on 

occupation of Radcliffe Hall and Tower and likewise in the social status of its occupiers. 

This in turn has affected the fortunes of the town as a whole and can most clearly be seen 

in the movement of the town centre from the area surrounding the tower during the 

medieval period when the lord of the manor’s powers and influence were at their height to 

the present town centre, 1.5km to the west, to follow the industrial growth of the area. 

Further research into the earlier hall may be able to shed light on the earlier medieval 

social structure of Radcliffe and the de Radcliffe family’s place within that, although this 

would be dependent on the findings of further excavations on the western side of the site. 

 

The Workers Housing 

 

By the end of the 18
th

 century the rapid industrialisation of Manchester had begun to lead 

to a decline in housing standards and a sharp rise in population densities. These conditions 

would culminate in the overcrowded and insanitary living spaces recorded by Engels, Kay, 

Reach and other social commentators during the 1830s and 1840s. John Aikin (1795, 193) 

was probably the first to detail these problems noting that ‘ in some parts of the town, 

cellars are so damp as to be unfit for Habitations;…. I have known several industrious 

families lost to the community, by a short residence in damp cellars’. 

 

When the poet and historian Robert Southey visited Manchester in 1808 he was less than 

impressed with both the way the mills were worked and the housing conditions of the mill 

Fig. 41 Radcliffe Tower in the late 19th century showing the 

southern elevations. Copyright Bury Archives. 
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hands; ‘The dwellings of the labouring manufacturers are in narrow streets and lanes, 

blocked up from light and air… crowded together because every inch of land is of such 

value, that room for light and air cannot be afforded them’ (Bradshaw, 1987, 24). 

 

Radcliffe in the late 19
th

 and early 20
th

 century was a diverse town. Living in the streets 

close by during the 1890s and 1900s were Dutch, Irish and Welsh, although the majority 

of the inhabitants of this growing cotton town were born in Lancashire.  

 

Since 2000 there have been more than a dozen excavations of 19
th

 century workers 

housing around Manchester and Salford (Nevell, 2011). Few areas of workers housing 

have been investigated outside these two cities, although notable examples include The 

Rock, in the centre of Bury and the Wiend in Wigan. The variety of sizes and plan forms 

seen on these excavations reflects both the fragmented land holding pattern that had 

developed by about 1800 and the pressure of rising population densities in not only the 

large city of Manchester but also in its satellite cotton towns, which included Radcliffe. 

 

Two characteristics emerged from these excavations – the lack of 18
th

 and 19
th

 century 

finds and the shallow foundations, often only two and three bricks deep. The excavations 

in 2001 off Liverpool Road revealed properties erected in the 1820s, the period of fastest 

growth in the city’s population. These two-roomed houses had shallow brick foundations 

just three bricks deep and no outside privies. Excavations in 2011 revealed similarly 

shallow foundations and no privies from eight back-to-backs built earlier in the period 

1794-1807. At Greengate in Salford, on the western side of Manchester city centre, the 

remains of four blind-backs built in the 1820s were recovered. These were one-up-one 

down houses and represented the lowest form of housing in the city. The only known 

examples left standing are those in Bradley Street from c.1790-4. The Greengate examples 

had room sizes of less than 3.5m square with foundations of one brick depth, and whilst 

each ground floor room had a fireplace, there were no signs of any floor covering nor of a 

staircase and it is likely that the upper storey was accessed by a ladder. In contrast the 

remains of Syer’s court off Minshull Street at Piccadilly excavated in 2004 revealed the 

deeply stratified and well preserved remains of a set of seven back-to-back houses dating 

from the period 1831-36 (Miller, Wild and Gregory 2010, 26-29). These had heated half-

cellars that in places still stood to a height of 1.4m, with steps into the rooms, but with 

partition walls one brick thick and flagged floors on which some of the brick walls rested. 

 

The row of seven terraces that formed Church Row to the north of the tower, were 

amongst the better quality of workers housing in the early 19
th

 century, their plan form 

being reminiscent of labourers’ rural cottages. Although the ten houses on Tower Street 

could not be excavated, their appearance on 19
th

 century mapping is identical so it is fair to 

assume that these houses were very similar in form and layout to those on Church Row. It 

is also likely that some of these houses were modified in the same way by the inclusion of 

partition walls in the ground floor rooms (Cattell, 2013). The provision of outside toilets 

for each house was in marked contrast to their city centre counterparts. Despite the Health 

of Towns Act of 1848 which called all newly built houses to include a privy this was not 

retrospective to cover older properties (Muthesius, 1982). As a result the already crowded 

town centres were largely unable to make these additions to the standing terraces. Whereas 

in the less pressurised communities on the periphery of the large towns had available 

space in which to build better quality residences. 
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It is tempting to view these intensively occupied pieces of urban landscape, with their 

increasingly restricted access, small communal areas and tiny (to us) domestic spaces, 

from the perspective of the mid-19
th

 and early 20
th

 century social commentators, but that 

would be to overlook the contemporary social meaning of these sites (Belford, 2004, 175-

7). Patterns of land ownership and land holding clearly had a significant impact on the 

framework and growth of these urban landscapes, as at Radcliffe, but they were then 

occupied and changed by successive tenants who were more concerned with the everyday 

problems of domestic work and life (Fig 42). What to some were ‘slums’ to others were 

vibrant communities and the archaeological evidence from the workers’ houses 

investigated at Radcliffe reflects this dichotomy. 

 

 

Fig. 42 Radcliffe Tower around 1963 showing the open sided farm building and in the 

background 19
th

 century workers’ housing. Copyright Bury Archives. 

 



 

 © CfAA 27/2014: Radcliffe Heritage Project. A Community Excavation. 49 

 

7. Archive 
 

 

The archive comprises of annotated field drawings, site registers, finds and digital 

photographs.  This archive is currently held by the Centre for Applied Archaeology and a 

copy of this report will be forward to Bury Council following the publication of the site 

report. Arrangements will then be made to deposit the site archive with Bury Council. 

 

A copy of this report will be deposited with the Greater Manchester Heritage Environment 

Record held by the Greater Manchester Archaeological Advisory Service (GMAAS).
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Appendix 1: Context List 

 
 

Context 

Number 

Trench Description 

(001) All Topsoil 

(002) All Subsoil 

(003) 8 Sandy clay covering most of Trench 8 

(004) 8 3 course brick wall on E side of trench 8, truncated by (007) 

(005) 8 Black ashy slag layer around toilet 1 

(006) 8 As (005) except around toilet 2 

(007) 8 2 course handmade brick wall to E of toilets 

(008) 8 2 course handmade brick wall to N of toilets 

(009) 8 As above but between toilets 

[010] 7 Cut of ditch 

(011) 7 Top fill of [010] – grey brown silty clay with frags of sandstone 

and flecks of manganese 

(012) 7 Fill of [010], directly below (011) 

(013) 8 Backfill of cut [014] 

[014] 8 Cut of large square slot, S of toilet 2 

(015) 8 Layer of mortar and stones near S end of trench 

(016) 8 Clayey backfill below (013) 

(017) 7 Dark brownish grey clay – frequent stones, below (011) 

(018) 8 Handmade 2 course brick wall to S of toilet 2 

(019) 8 Handmade 2 course brick wall to N of toilet 1 

(020) 8 Pink sandy silt on W side of trench 8, lying either side of line of 

frags of red sandstone 

(021) 8 Line of degraded red sandstone extending E from W edge of T8 

(022) 8 Fill of BAG trench at S end of trench 8 

(023) 7 Compact red-brown silty clay layer abutting S side of wall (024) 

(024) 7 3 courses handmade brick wall running N-S 

(025) 8 Dark black brown silty loam at E end trench 8 covering sandstone 

layer 

(026) 2 Dark grey layer sealing wall (027) 

(027) 2 Stone wall along E section 

(028) 8 Black cindery deposit at W end of trench 

(029) 8 Large stones around (028) 

(030) 8 Laid brick surface 

(031) 8 Fragmentary stone wall abutting N side of (030) 

(032) 8 Door jamb abutting E side of (031) 

(033) 8 Stone wall running E side of (032) 

(034) 8 Stone wall running S from (032) 

(035) 8 Stone wall parallel to (033), running E from (034) 

(036) 8 Handmade brick wall, abutting (033) and partially overlying (034) 

(037) 8 Dark brown soil between (036) and (035) with medium cobbles 

and stones 
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(038) 8 Brick lining within (035) and (034), 1-2 courses wide – S edge of 

trench 

(039) 8 Flagged floor within (038) 

(040) 8 Brick/stone rubble sealing (039) and infilling (038) 

(041) 8 Area of laid machine made bricks to N of (021) 

(042) 8 Single course handmade brick wall – mid trench 

(043) 7 Mixed clayey layer below (017) 

(044) 8 Single course brick wall, running parallel to (042) 

(045) 7 Dark brownish black silty clay possible sealing small cobbled 

surface 

(046) 7 Black cindery layer below (001) 

(047) 8 Flagged floor between (042) and (044) 

(048) 8 Return wall for (042) 

(049) 8 Black ashy infill of (042) and (044).  Seals (047) 

(050) 8 Sandstone wall abutting (047) on N side 

(051) 8 Dark brownish black infill of [052] 

[052] 8 Construction cut for toilets 1 and 2 

(053) 8 Handmade brick ‘chamber’ at E end of T8 

(054) 8 Compact black silt surface within (053) 

(055) 8 Stone wall running E-W, abutting (053) 

[056] 8 Cut of BAG trench 

(057) 8 Brick walls forming block for toilets 3 and 4 

(058) 8 Ashy infill of toilet 4, sealing natural gravel 

(059) 8 Ashy infill surrounding toilet 3 

(060) 8 Spread of large stones at E extreme of trench 

(061) 8 2 course handmade brick wall running E from toilets 3 and 4 

(062) 8 Dark brown stony fill of [063] 

[063] 8 Construction cut for toilets 3 and 4 

[064] 8 Cut for stone wall – upper fill of this is (015) 

(065) 8 Lower stony fill of [064] sealing wall (066) 

(066) 8 Stone wall truncated by toilets 3 and 4 

[067] 8 Poss robber cut for stone wall (066) 

(068) 8 Field drain 

(069) 8 Dark clayey silt to W of stones (060), overlying natural 

(070) 2 Dark greyish black clayey silt infilling [071] 

[071] 2 Cut of rectangular pit, south of wall (027) 

(072) 5 Black brown silty loam overlying cobbles on W side of T5 

(073) 5 Cobbled surface on W side of T5 

(074) 5 Black ashy layer overlying (075), underlying (136)-(139) and 

against (076) 

(075) 5 Layer of small <10cm cobbles in E side of trench 5 

(076) 5 2 course handmade brick wall running N-S along E side T5. 

Abutted to S by (077) and (078).  

(077) 5 2 course handmade brick wall running E-W abutting (076) laid in 

header bond with black mortar 

(078) 5 Handmade brick wall, running E-W, abutting (076) to E & (079) 

to W.  2 courses E section & 3 in W section 

(079) 5 2 course handmade brick wall, running S-N abutted by (077) and 

(078) lying against (073) at a lower level 
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(080) 4 Dark brown silty loam overlying cobbles in SE corner T4 

(081) 6 Dark brownish black loam containing brick and stone rubble NW 

corner T6 

(082) 6 Mid brownish yellow sandy gravel, poss natural deposits, SW side 

of T6 

(083) 6 Black gravel that is the fill of modern water pipe trench 

[084] 6 Cut for (083) 

(085) 1 Mid reddish brown compact sandy clay – red sandstone inclusions 

(086) 1 Light grey sandy clay below (085) 

(087) 1 Mid yellowish brown silty clay below (086) 

(088) 1 Mid brownish grey sandy silt below (089) 

(089) 1 Dark brownish grey silt clay below (088) 

(090) 1 Natural light yellowish brown clayey sand – lots of gravel 

(091) 1 Natural light brownish yellow clay 

(092) 1 Dark blackish grey clayey silt – below (089) 

(093) 1 Dark brownish grey silty sand with wooden post in [102] 

(094) 1 Wooden post in [102] 

(095) 1 Small cobbles set in (091), sealed with compact light yellowish 

grey clay 

(096) 1 Black compact cindery deposit 

(097) 1 Mid brownish grey silty clay above (096) 

(098) 1 Light greyish brown silty clay above (097) 

(099) 1 Mid brownish grey clayey silt above (098) 

(100) 1 Light yellowish brown clayey sand – redeposited natural below 

(089) 

(101) 1 Fill of [102] 

[102] 1 Cut of square pit 

(103) 4 Sub rounded cobbled surface within south half of T4.  Cobbles 

<0.15m surface truncated at E end 

(104) 4 Line of stone sets forming southern border of (103).  6 sets <0.23 

x 0.16m runs from SW baulk of trench 

(105) 4 Brick wall aligned E-W running through centre of T4, machine 

made brick (0.23 x 11.5 x 7.5) frogged.  4 brick wide, EGW bond, 

2 courses high sits on (106). 3.20m in length continuing through 

W baulk 

(106) 4 Solid concrete surface abutting N side of (105).  Sits on (107).  

Frequent inclusions of sub angular stones <0.06m.  0.15m thick 

(107) 4 Poss redeposited yellow clay below (106) and (103).  Found 

throughout trench 4.  Infrequent inclusions of sub rounded stones 

<0.05m 

(108) 4 Line of three ½ bricks running for 0.85m from N side of (105).  

Same brick as (105).  Poss wall aligned N-S, sits on (107) 

(109) 4 Same as above but lies at E end of (105).  3 bricks, poss wall 

(110) 4 Brick wall aligned NE-SW, within NW corner of T4, sits within 

(107) and abitted to W by (111).  Constructed from handmade 

brick (0.23 x 0.11 x 0.07m).  Laid in stretcher bond, 3 courses 

wide, 3 deep.  Exc length 0.95m, truncated at SW end 

(111) 4 Sub rounded cobbled surface, abutting W side of (110).  Continues 

through W baulk of T4.  Sits on (107).  Constructed from regularly 



 

 © CfAA 27/2014: Radcliffe Heritage Project. A Community Excavation. 57 

 

laid cobbles <0.10m 

(112) 4 Broken flag within NW corner of T4, sits on (111). 0.05m thick, 

0.45m long, 0.20m excavated width 

(113) 4 Large stone slab protruding from NW baulk of T4, sits within 

subsoil (002), 0.45m width, 0.10m thick, protrudes 0.25m 

(114) 4 Fill of [115].  Sandy gravel loose deposit, found within all other 

trenches.  Frequent inclusions of sub rounded pebbles <0.15m 

[115] 4 Linear cut at N end of T4.  Aligned N-S.  Cuts (107) and sits 

below (106) – 1.10m in width, filled by (114) 

(116) 4 Line of stone blocks, sat within E end of (103).  Exc length of 

1.06m, width of 0.35m, 0.05m thick 

(117) 4 Small patch of handmade brick abutting E end of (116).  Bricks 

broken, measures 0.25 x 0.34m 

(118) 4 Broken stone flag surface within SE corner of T4.  Continues 

through S and E baulk truncated at N edge.  Measures 1.50 x 

0.65m.  Some areas capped by solid black bitumen 

(119) 1 Redeposited natural sitting within slot [122] 

(120) 1 Dark grey silty sand below (119) 

(121) 1 Mid blackish grey clayey silt – redeposited topsoil? Below (120) 

[122] 1 Cut for slot truncating pit [102] 

(123) 4 Band of concrete between (105) and (106) within T4.  Frequent 

inclusions of sub-angular stones <0.08m 

(124) 3 Redeposited yellow/brown clay below (002) in T3 

(125) 9B Thin layer of topsoil/grass covers full extent of inside of tower 

(126) 9B Thin layer of gravel covers full extent of inside of tower 

(127) 9B Thin layer of black gravel 

(128) 9B Brownish brown quadrant of fill Large stones inclusions below 

(127) 

(129) 9B Brownish brown deposit with sub-angular inclusions and brick fill 

width of T9B 

(130) 9B Rectangular feature filled with blackish soil and 50% angular 

stone.  Fill of [131] 

[131] 9B Cut of previous trench, filled with (130) 

(132) 9A Brick wall running N-S in centre of trench 

(133) 2 Dark blackish grey silt – probable root bole 

(134) 5 Large stone projecting from E baulk of T5.  Projects by 0.65m, 

c.0.70m wide and 0.06m thick 

(135) 5 Light orange brown sandy clay layer within brick structure in T5.  

Sits below (075).  Freq inclusions of sub-angular stones 

(136) 5 Brick floor surface at NE corner of T5.  Handmade brick, laid on 

side (23 x 7) laid stretcher bond, sits between (076) and (137).  

Measures 2.40 x 0.86m, truncated at both N and S ends 

(137) 5 Area of stone sets, abutting W side of (136).  Truncated to the S, 

W and N.  Sets measure c.0.25 x 0.15m 

(138) 5 Remains of curb to (137).  Projects out from N baulk of trench and 

consists of 3 rectangular curb stones 0.15 wide, 0.15m deep and 

0.50m length 

(139) 5 Timber partition aligned E-W.  Runs through centre of (136) and 

(137).  C.2.50m long and 0.10m wide 
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[140] 5 Linear cut through cobbles at N end of T5 (073).  1.20m wide, 

filled by (141) 

(141) 5 Fill of [140], grey/brown clay with frequent inclusions of sub-

angular stones <0.04m 

(142) 9A Layer of yellow sandy gravel covering whole of T9A.  Excavated 

to depth of c.1m 

[143] 2 Cut for wall (027) 

(144) 2 Dark blackish grey silty clay – infill of [145] 

[145] 2 Cut for poss pit, similar to [071] only partially visible at N end of 

trench 

(146) 2 Fill of possible posthole [147] 

[147] 2 Possible posthole truncating wall (027) – no relationship with 

[071] 

(148) 2 Light brownish grey compact silty clay – below (002) 

(149) 2 Concrete block for post at N end of trench 

(150) 2 Dark blackish grey silty sand below (148) above (151).  

Occasional brick fragments 

(151) 2 Reddish black clinker layer below (150) above (152) 

(152) 2 Mid blackish grey clayey silt – lenses of mid yellowish brown 

pebbles and small brick fragments above (026) 

[153] 2 Cut for possible animal burial – filled by (026).  Cuts (154) 

(154) 2 Mid greyish brown silty clay – occasional small pebbles. Seals 

wall (027) 

(155) 2 Light greyish brown silty sand – 0.30m thick band prone to 

collapse.  Above (151) below (148) 

(156) 2 Dark blackish grey silty clay – above (157) – partially infills 

possible wall cut only seen in section 

(157) 2 Same as (154) 

(158) 2 Mid brownish grey silty clay – lowest observed level across 

section.  Rare small rounded pebbles below (156) 

(159) 2 Natural mid yellowish brown clay – patches of grey material 

frequent 

(160) 2 Band of mid yellowish brown silty sand – abundant small rounded 

pebbles above (151) below (155) 

(161) 2 Dark brownish grey silty clay – occasional small rounded pebbles.  

Above (155), below (162) 

(162) 2 Mid yellowish grey silty sand – also partially incorporates thin 

concrete layer below (163) and above (161) 

(163) 2 Light brownish grey silty sand – abundant small angular stones, 

concrete fragments below (002) above (162) 

(164) 2 Black clinker layer below (163) above (165), in mid greyish 

brown silty sand 

(165) 2 Thin layer of broken concrete at S end of trench, sealing (166) 

(166) 2 Mid brownish grey clayey silt, frequent inclusions of fragmented 

and whole bricks.  Below (165) above (155) 

(167) 6 Mid brown silty deposit, overlying (169) at N end of T6 

(168) 6 Dark grey /black silty clay deposit in SW corner of T6 

(169) 6 Orange/brown clay layer covering T6, possible natural 

(170) 6 Sub-rounded cobbled surface in NW corner of T6, sits on (171) 
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(171) 6 Mixed dark brown silt and mortar layer c.0.06m deep below (170) 

in NW corner of T6 

(172) 6 Backfill of [173] former BAG trench.  NW corner of T6 

grey/brown silt, no inclusions 

[173] 6 Rectangular cut in NW corner of T6, filled by (172), old BAG 

trench 

(174) 6 Compacted black/brown ash pit layer overlying (082) in NE 

corner of T6.  Frequent inclusions of brick/stone/ceramic and 

metal c.19th century 

(175) 6 Line of stone rubble, poss wall, in NE corner of T6.  Sits in [176], 

covered by (174) 

[176] 6 Linear cut for (175), c.0.40m wide, cut into (082).  Possible 

foundation cut filled by (175) and (177) 

(177) 6 Fill of [176] black/brown loamy deposit, frequent inclusions of 

sub-angular stones 

(178) 6 Mid brown silty clay layer between (179) and (180) in NW 

quadrant of T6.  Inclusions of stone rubble and possible medieval 

pottery, overlies (169) 

(179) 6 Possible red sandstone wall aligned NE-SW, projecting from S 

baulk within dogleg at W end of T6, sits within (178) 

(180) 6 Possible red sandstone wall, aligned NE-SW to the N of (179), 

projects from W baulk of T6 within (178) 

(181) 6 Mixed mortar and brick rubble layer with frequent inclusions of 

18th and 19th century pottery – abuts N face of (180) 

(182) 6 Handmade brick feature 45° angle to (034) at end of (036) 

(183) 6 Handmade brick feature 45° angle to (021) 2 courses, 6 bricks 

long 

[184] 6 Cut of possible posthole containing one fill (185) 

(185) 6 Fill of [184], brown/grey silty sand 

[186] 6 Irregular rectangular cut containing (187) 

(187) 6 Fill of [186] sandy silt, grey brown colour 

(188) 6 Dark black/brown silty deposit below (181) with cobbled surface, 

sits on [198] 

[189] 6 Cut of possible posthole containing 3 fills 

(190) 6 Grey sand silt fill of [189] at the bottom of [189] containing small 

sub rounded pebbles and iron panning 

(191) 6 Middle fill of black stained sand containing charcoal flecks 

(192) 6 Upper fill – grey sludge sand containing angular stones 

[193] 6 Cut of posthole containing (194) and (195) 

(194) 6 Wooden stake contained within (195) in northern half of posthole 

(195) 6 A sandy grey fill with (194) contained within [193] 

[196] 3  

(197) 3  

[198] 6 Rectangular cut abutting E face of (200). 1.90m long, 0.70m wide 

and 0.25m deep.  Filled by (199) 

(199) 6 Rubble infill of [198], 0.25m deep mid greyish brown silty fill 

with frequent inclusions of brick rubble and lime mortar 

(200) 6 T shaped sandstone structure within SW corner of T6.  Possible 

hearth 
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[201] 6 Cut of small pit containing one dark fill with inclusions of brick 

and stone.  Cut on E side by modern water pipe 

(202) 6 Fill of small pit a very dark grey silty fill containing high % of 

brick and stone 

[203] 6 A small possible posthole to the south of [193], contains one fill 

(204) 6 Fill of [203], very light grey brown sand.  No inclusions 

[205] 6 Circular posthole within SE quad of T6, filled by (206).  0.65m 

diameter, 0.50m deep steep sides and flat base 

(206) 6 Single fill of [205].  Mid greyish brown silty clay with frequent 

inclusions of sub-rounded cobbles <0.10m 

[207] 6 Circular posthole filled by (208) 

(208) 6 Fill of [207] dark brown silt with infrequent pebbles 

[209] 6  

(210) 6  

[211] 6 A subcircular pit contained within (200) orientated N-S.  Contains 

one fill (212) 

(212) 6 A black silty grit with inclusions of pebbles.  Sat within (200) and 

above a yellow clay 

[213] 6 Cut of small pit containing one fill (214) 

(214) 6 Fill of [213] a grey silty clay fill containing no inclusions 

[215] 6 A small circular pit, depth 4cm max to the SE of [213].  Contains 

one fill (216) 

(216) 6 A dark grey silty grit in [215], no inclusions 

[217] 6 An irregular feature, possibly natural.  Contains one fill (218) 

0.30m to N of [219] 

(218) 6 A dark grey silty clay containing infrequent inclusions of round 

pebbles 

[219] 6 Circular cut within SE quad of T6, poss posthole.  Filled by (220) 

(220) 6 Fill of [219], dark grey black sandy clay.  Frequent inclusions of 

small sub rounded stones 

[221] 9A U shaped cut filled by (222) unknown function 

(222) 9A Brown sandy silt fill of [221] 

[223] 9B Cut of shawcross trench in NE corner of tower interior 

(224) 9B Very mixed sand/brick/stone etc.  Fill of [223] 

(225) 9B Thin layer of greyish brown clay in NW corner of 9B 

(226) 6 Ceramic field drain to west of (200) 

(227) 6 Brick lined drain to west of (226) 

(228) 4 A very dark black-brown loose deposit rich in clinker and brick 

fragments. 

(229)   

(230) 7 A dark black-brown deposit frequent inclusions of white mortar 

surrounding (260) continued eastwards beyond the trench edge 

(231) 7 A dark brown-black silty loam below (230) with infrequent 

inclusions of small <0.05m sub-angular stones. 

(232) 6 Line of 4 red sandstone blocks projecting from E baulk of T6.  Sits 

within clay (169) 

[233] 6 Linear cut aligned N-S running along E baulk of T6, abuts (232).  

0.60m wide and 0.10m deep.  Filled by (234) 

(234) 6 Only fill of [233].  Mid greyish brown sandy silt, frequent 
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inclusions of brick rubble and red sandstone fragments 

[235] 6 Circular cut truncated by [233], filled by (243).  Possible posthole, 

excavated width 0.50m 

[236] 6 Circular cut abutting N end of (232), cut into (169).  Continues 

beyond E baulk.  Length 0.88m, exc width 0.50m.  Contained one 

fill (237) 

(237) 6 Fill of [236], dark reddish brown sandy silt, with frequent 

inclusions of sub-angular red sandstone framents 

[238] 6 Square cut with rectangular dog leg at NE corner.  0.80 x 0.80 x 

0.60m depth.  Dog leg 0.45 x 0.40m.  Contains (239), (240), (241), 

(242).  Cut into (169) 

(239) 6 Fill of [238].  0.60m deep.  Dark blackish brown silty deposit with 

frequent inclusions of compacted brick rubble 

(240) 6 Line of stones running through dogleg of [238].  0.20m wide, 

0.04m deep.  20th century drainpipe sits on top 

(241) 6 Sits within [238].  Solid greyish white mortar sits on top of (240).  

0.06m depth 

(242) 6 Rectangular metal grate at base of [238].  0.20 x 0.14m sides 

0.03m, poss drain 

(243) 6 Only fill of [235], dark greyish brown, silty clay.  No inclusions 

[244] 6 Circular cut within NE quad of T6.  Poss fill, U shaped 0.43m 

diameter.  Filled by (245) 

(245) 6 Only fill of [244].  Mid orangey brown sandy silt with frequent 

inclusions of sub-angular stones <0.06m. 0.14m deep 

(247) 6  

(248) 6 Top layer of haul road. 0.30m deep, compacted hardcore, dark 

greyish black sub-angular stone inclusions <0.06m 

(249) 6 Haul road deposit below (248). 0.20m deep, compacted mortar 

and stone rubble 

(250) 6 Former cobbled surface below (174).  Above (178) within W 

baulk of Trench 6 

(251) 6 Lens of mid yellow brown clay with frequent inclusions of sub-

rounded pebbles <0.12m varying size below (174) above (169).  

SW corner of T6 

[252] 6 Linear cut aligned E-W, 1.44m in length, 0.52m wide, 0.07m 

deep.  Contained one fill (253), truncated by [254] 

(253) 6 Only fill of [252].  Mid grey brown sandy clay with frequent 

inclusions of sub-rounded pebbles <0.06m 

[254] 6 Circular cut, poss postholes 0.38m diameter and 0.35m deep.  

Truncates [252] and contained one fill (255) 

(255) 6 Only fill of [254].  Dark blackish brown silty sand with frequent 

inclusions of sub-rounded pebbles <0.20m 

(256) 6 L shaped red sandstone wall in NW corner of T6 

[257] 6 Linear cut aligned NE-SW.  Truncates (256).  0.38m wide 

c.10.30m length runs into [084].  Continues through N baulk 

(258) 6 Only fill of [257].  Dark blackish brown gritty deposit with brick 

and stone rubble and metal water pipe 

(259) 7 Truncated cobbled surface in base of sondage S. end of T7 

(260) 7 Stone pad 
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[261] 7 Cut of possible culvert running E-W. Square sides and flat base. 

Cut from below (001) through (266) and (023) to a depth of 

c.2.00m. Filled by (262) 

(262) 7 Fill of [261]. Dark brown silty loam with infrequent inclusions of 

brick, stone and mortar. 

(263) 3  

(264) 3  

[265] 6 Cut of depression in western side of trench 6 overlying (180) 

(266) 7 Two course handmade brick wall running NW-SE laid in stretcher 

bond on top of stone edging (267) 

(267) 7 Layer of thin <0.10m flat stones on both sides of [261] possible 

edging of culvert 

(268) 7 Area of sub-rounded cobbles to south of (266) lying at same level 

(269)   

(270)   

(271) 7 Layer directly below (046).  Light brown grey containing sub 

angular and rounded pebbles with small 5% brick rubble.  4.08m 

in length, 0.18m deepest 

(272) 7 Layer between (011) and (271) at southern end of T7.  Light 

orange/yellow fill, possibly crushed brick.  0.50m long and 0.24m 

deep 

[273] 7 Cut of feature above (011) to the N of (272) and to the S and 

below (275).  Purpose of cut unknown 0.42m wide and 0.14m 

deep 

(274) 7 A mixed dark grey fill containing white fragments – sandy grit 

(275) 7 Reddish brown silty clay >75% sub-rounded and sub-angular 

pebbles measuring 0.02-0.08m.  Brick fragments in fill.  2.30 long 

0.30m deep 

[276] 7 Cut for modern utility pipe containing one fill (277) 

(277) 7 Orange sand fill of [276] 

(278) 7 Dark red brown silty fill found beneath (279) and above (012) 

containing fragmentary remains of red brick 1.04m and 0.12m in 

depth 

(279) 7 Black silty fill found above (278) and below (012) 

(280) 7 Mid brown compact layer of small (0.07m) pebbles/cobbles 

bottom fill of section below (045) 

(281) 7 Thin layer of slate located below (001) and above (282) 

(282) 7 Rubble layer below (281) and above (043) – light brown/grey 

containing sand, crushed brick and 30% small (1-3cm) pebbles 

with possible flecks of mortar or plaster.  3.30m long and 0.24m 

deep 

(283) 7 Rubble layer at S end of section below (285), abutting (043) and 

(284).  Silty mid grey/brown layer with red brick fragments, sub 

rounded stones and mortar 

(284) 7 Mid red brown clay with fragments of pebbles and yellow 

sandstone 

(285) 7 Similar to (283) but containing slate and yellow sandstone 

fragments and black clinker 

(286) 7 Large stone in section above N end of (285) sitting on the clinker 
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0.30 x 0.06m 

(287) 9B Single course handmade brick wall 

(288) 7 Alignment of degraded red sandstone possible boundary wall. 
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Appendix 3: Artefact Report 

 
Radcliffe Tower Historical Project 

Report of Artefacts 

By K.Whittall  

Introduction 

This assessment report concerns the archaeological material recovered from Radcliffe Historical 

Project Excavations in 2013, carried out by the Centre for Applied Archaeology, University of Salford 

with assistance from community volunteers. This report does not take into account any archaeological 

materials recovered through previous excavations or evaluations. The assemblage was viewed by the 

author in May 2014.  

Assessment Aims and Objectives.  

The principal aim of the present assessment is to evaluate all classes of archaeological artefact data 

generated during the excavations of 2013 at the site of Radcliffe Tower. A statement of significance 

of the result from each element of the artefactual assemblage is given below based on the assessment 

work undertaken, and the original research themes expressed in the project design.  

The objectives of the assessment correspond to and are prescribed to English Heritage MoRPHE 

guidelines project planning note 3 Archaeological Excavation, “3.7 Analysis and Report Production” 

[English Heritage:2008] and “Selection, Retention and Dispersal of archaeological collections 

guidelines for use in England, Wales and Northern Ireland” chap 4 pp24-29. [Society of Museum 

Archaeologist : 1993: PP 24-29] 

 To assess the quantity, provenance and condition of all classes of stratigraphic artefactual and 

environmental data, with a view of retention and dispersal of materials in line with the stated 

Guidelines 

 To comment on the range and variety of the material, with a view of expanding the collected 

archaeological data and formulating new archival resources of artefactual information.  

 To formulate any further questions arising from the assessment of the excavated data, in line 

with the research agenda set out in the North West Research Framework.   

Material Assessed.  

The entirety of the stratigraphic archaeological artefact data along with a brief overview of the 

unstratified archaeological data was viewed and assessed for the production of this report. The 

quantifications are incorporated into each individual assessment.  
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Procedure of Assessment 

The methodologies adopted for the assessment varied depending on the class of the material under 

examination. All classes of find were examined in full, with observations supplemented by the finds 

records generated during the course of the excavation.  

Methodology  

The assessment was carried out in accordance with the guidelines set out by English Heritage in the 

document Management of Research Projects in the Historical Environment [English Heritage : 2008] 

Planning Policy Note 3 and with reference to the Medieval [Newman and Newman :2007] and Post 

Medieval Research Agendas drafted by the North West Region Research Framework [Newman and 

McNeil: 2007]. The Selection, Retention and Dispersal of Archaeological Collections: Guidelines for 

use in England, Wales and Northern Ireland [Society of Museum Archaeologist: 1993], and “The 

Medieval Period Research Agenda” [Newman and Newman: 2007] and “The Post Medieval Research 

Agenda” [Newman and McNeil: 2007] were also consulted for the formation of this report.  

The finds recovered from the excavation comprised various categories of material including: Glass, 

Ceramic, Bone, Metal and Miscellaneous, the full contents of the primary accession list is available in 

Appendix 1 – Accession List.  

All categories of finds were examined in full, with observations in regards to the level of preservation, 

condition and any observable anomalies, such as decoration being noted. All categories of finds were 

given individual accession numbers in line with the Standard Operating Procedures [Whittall :2014 

forthcoming ] for Salford Public Archaeological Resource Centre (SPARC), and all finds were 

photographed digitally using a Canon Power Shot G12 with a Canon 6.1 – 30.5mm zoom lens. 

 All images were then downloaded on to Digital archives held at the Centre for Applied Archaeology, 

all images and figures used within this report are listed in Appendix 2 – Figures list.  

The Assemblage 

The totality of the assemblage of artefacts recovered from the excavations at Radcliffe Historical 

Tower, were processed and analysed in a controlled laboratory environment based at Salford Public 

Archaeological Resource Centre (SPARC), hosted by the Centre for Applied Archaeology (CfAA) at 

the University of Salford.  

The initial analysis consisted of the collecting and cleaning of all artefact material, and the calculation 

of the volume of artefacts recovered, the assemblage counts are as follows:  
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Fig 1: The above table shows the artefact assemblage count by material type and to total number of 

artefacts found at Radcliffe Tower.  

The assemblage count gives a brief view into the overall distribution of artefacts recovered from the 

excavations at Radcliffe Tower, giving a clear indication that the predominant collection centred on 

those classified as Miscellaneous Ceramics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fig 2: The Pie Chart above shows the distribution percentages of the entirety of the assemblage 

recovered from the excavations at Radcliffe Tower in 2013.  

Material Count 

Clay Pipe 145 

Glass, Clear 99 

Glass, Green 5 

Glass, Brown 9 

Glass, Blue 6 

Ceramics 120 

Ceramic Building Material 41 

Metals 12 

Miscellaneous Ceramics 771 

Miscellaneous Metals 110 

Miscellaneous Glass 137 

Miscellaneous Other 29 

Bone 82 

Flint 1 

Total Count 1567 
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The Miscellaneous Ceramics category includes industrial, post-industrial and modern mass-produced 

white wares, common wares found in unstratified locations, modern wares found in disturbed contexts 

and ceramics which are degraded past identification. The count of Miscellaneous Ceramic artefacts 

concluded 771 individual items, which were given accession numbers based on collections, equalling 

a total of 57 accession numbers.  

Clay pipes formed a larger percentage of the assemblage recovered, numbering 145 individual clay 

pipe pieces, including 3 identified bowls and 1 identified mouth piece. As Clay Pipes are regarded as 

having potentially diagnostic characteristics for the identification of date ranges, all Clay Pipes were 

photographed digitally and are part of a full retention profile [Society of Museum Archaeologist: 

1993] . Further detail is given on these artefacts within this report.  

In total the Ceramic artefacts recovered from the excavations number 1077 individual items including 

Miscellaneous Ceramics, Clay Pipes and Identified Ceramics. The 1077 ceramics recovered account 

for 74% of the total collection.  

The most common artefact materials recovered can be segmented into 4 predominant material 

categories of Ceramics, Clay Pipes, Metals and Glass, the below bar chart shows the distributions of 

these 4 types of artefact highlighting that Ceramics (including Miscellaneous and Identified) account 

for 64% of the entire collection, Metals account for 8% of the entire collection, Glass accounts for 

18% of the entire collection and Clay pipes account for 10% of the entire collection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fig 3: The above bar chart depicts the distribution of the more commonly found materials recovered 

from Radcliffe Tower in 2013. 
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The Ceramics 

The pottery was examined in context groups alongside the other categories of artefacts recovered 

from the excavations. The ceramic material was separated off and catalogued according to type ware 

and sherds family (body sherd, rim sherd). The assessment conformed to the minimum standards 

established by the Medieval Pottery Group [Slowikowski et al: 2001] for the Processing, Recording 

and Analysis of Post Roman Ceramics. Each group within the context was assigned a unique 

accession number.  

The Pottery was washed by hand where appropriate, left to air dry in non-direct sunlight and placed in 

to industry standard air tight zip lock bags, before being transported to SPARC to be further sorted by 

context.  

Each stratified artefact was assigned an accession number based on type, and was photographed. Each 

artefact was then re-bagged and placed into large archive boxes ready for decision in regard to 

selection, retention and dispersal in accordance to the appropriate guidelines. [Society of Museum 

Archaeologist: 1993] 

The ceramic collection has been separated into three main categories for further analysis, these are: 

 Clay Pipes 

 Miscellaneous Ceramics 

 Identifiable Ceramics.  

All clay pipes are recommended for retention as diagnostic information is possible through further 

study of the borehole diameter and where a bowl is present, the style, size and shape of the bowl is 

diagnostic to set identifiable date ranges.  

Miscellaneous Ceramics are recommended for dispersal given that these are predominantly mass 

produced modern white wares, and although it is recognised that the collection could provide some 

limited information, the information which could be ascertained from a study of these items would not 

offer further insight into the history of the material culture of this site.  

All Medieval and Post Medieval ceramics are recommended to be retained in line with the selection, 

retention and dispersal guidelines [Society of Museum Archaeologist :1993] this is due to the relative 

scarcity of identifiable Medieval and Post Medieval wares. The collection of the Medieval materials 

recovered, include identifiable Midland Purple, Midland Yellow, Green Glaze, Cistercian, various 

Slipwares and some localised Earthenware, all of which are diagnostic of Medieval or Post Medieval 

activity at the site.  
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To this extent the distribution spread of the entirety of collected ceramics can be seen in the below bar 

chart, which highlights the distributions of Clay pipes and Medieval ceramics in comparison to the 

combined Identifiable Ceramics and Miscellaneous ceramics. 

 

Fig 4: The above bar chart shows the distribution in comparison of all the recovered ceramics from 

Radcliffe tower.  

Clay Pipes 

The Clay pipes recovered spanned across the site in both stratified contexts and unstratified locations, 

suggesting that as one of the material categories, the distribution of clay pipes and smoking 

paraphernalia at Radcliffe is a relatively dense distribution. The locations of the clay pipe recoveries 

are dominated by trench 6 and trench 8. Trench 6 is located directly adjacent to the Tower and Trench 

8 is located to the West of trench 6.   

The analysis of the clay pipes included the measurements of the bore hole in the centre of the pipe 

stems as a potential diagnostic characteristic for a date range, on average the bore hole diameter 

measured 7mm in diameter, which is characteristic of the mid to late 18
th
 century pipe manufacture. 

[Online Reference 15]  

Of the 3 identifiable bowls recovered, only three showed signs of being viable for analysis in the 

diagnostic characteristics required to provide a formulated date range.  
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The above Bowl was  recovered from trench 6 (181) shows stylised decorations around the 

circumference and body of the bowl, the decoration shows diagonal foliate leaves extended from the 

rim of the bowl down to the base, these diagonal foliate leaves are position along the join created from 

the production process. Along with the foliate leaves design, the bowl also shows bands of routelled 

decoration around the rim. The bowl measures 42mm in length, weighing 6 grams with an external 

diameter of 25mm and an internal diameter of 20mm at the widest point. These diagnostic 

characteristics lead to the potential date range of 1840-1880 based on the bowl decoration, width and 

shape. [Online Reference 15]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   Fig 6: Showing the “Dublin” bowl recovered from Trench 5(074) dating to 1780-1810 

 

 

Fig 5: Showing details of the Clay Pipe Bowl recovered from Trench 6 (181) dating to 1840-

1880  
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The above bowl was recovered from trench 5 (074) and shows a potential markers mark or style mark 

on the bowl itself, this impression clearly shows “DUBLIN”  enclosed in a circular seal, which also 

depicts a Gaelic harp image in the centre. This suggests that this bowl is not a “Dublin” stylised later 

clay pipe, but a clay pipe with makers mark from Dublin in Ireland.  The form and shape of the bowl 

gives indication of diagnostic characteristics, the length of the bowl is 5cm from the rim to the heel, 

and bowl is broken into two pieces, and as such no internal diameter can be given with confidence, 

however given the overall shape of the bowl a potential date range of 1780-1810 can be ascertained. 

[Online Reference 15]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above pipe bowl was recovered from trench 7 (017), the collection from this context consist of 2 

pipe stems, 1 full bowl and 1 part bowl. The full bowl has diagnostic characteristics which are 

identifiable, the part bowl shows some characteristics which can be attributed to a date range, whereas 

the two pipe stems can only produce any information from the width of the bore holes, however these 

are only proxy characteristics and not formally diagnostic of date ranges.  

The part bowl indicated above, shows similar characteristics to the full bowl in the tulip style swelling 

in the central portion of the bowl. The full bowl shows the same Tulip style bevelling in the bowl. 

These two characteristics are diagnostic of earlier pipe bowls; the diameter width is 16mm on the full 

bowl, which is diagnostic of the earlier pipe bowls.  

These characteristics are potentially diagnostic of date ranges 1610-1640 in accordance to the 

guidelines set out in “London Clay Tobacco Pipes” [Aitkinson and Oswald : 1696: pp171]  

Fig 7: Showing the Earliest Clay Pipe Bowl, recovered from Trench 7(017), dating to 1610-1640 
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The conclusions of the diagnostic characteristics across the three bowls of the clay pipes, suggest the 

evidence of tobacco consumption at Radcliffe spans 17
th
 and 18

th
 centuries, the latest possible date for 

these bowls is 1840-1880 based on the highly stylised bowl recovered from trench 6 and the earliest 

possible date range is 1610-1640 based on the tulip bevelled bowls recovered from trench 7.  

In accordance with the guidelines set out in the selection, retention and dispersal of archaeological 

materials, all of the material from the clay pipes, are required to be retained for further investigation 

by clay pipe specialists. To this extent the assessment of the levels of significance for the clay pipe 

artefacts is of a moderate level of local significance and of low to moderate Regional significance. 

Identifiable Ceramics 

The selection of identifiable Ceramics recovered from Radcliffe Tower, consists of items or artefacts 

where the predominant parent material of the items or artefacts construction is recognisable as 

formation of ceramic, being that the section of the item or artefact will give indication to the fabric 

and temper used and the function of the item or artefact is recognisable as a form of vessel or pottery.  

The Identifiable Ceramics recovered from Radcliffe tower are remarkable diverse in their projected 

date ranges, although many of the items adhere to the later function of the area reflecting the material 

culture recognised as domestic agricultural material i.e.…late 18
th
 century blue wares and localised 

stone wares, the assemblage of identifiable ceramics includes a selection of material associated with 

the earlier phases of activity at the site.  

 

Fig 8: Pie Chart showing the distribution of the earlier fragments of Identifiable Ceramics recovered 

from Radcliffe Tower.  



 

 © CfAA 27/2014: Radcliffe Heritage Project. A Community Excavation. 85 

 

The material which is recognised as pertaining to the earlier phases of activity at Radcliffe Tower is 

the small assemblage of Medieval and Early Post Medieval ceramic fragments. 

The Medieval fragments consist of Green Glaze wares, Midland Yellow wares, Cistercian wares and 

Midland Purple, the Early Post Medieval artefacts within the identified ceramics assemblage consisted 

largely of highly designed fragments of Slipware and a small selection of Coarse wares.  

The above Pie Chart shows the distribution of items from the identified ceramics collection at 

Radcliffe Tower, the assemblage is dominated by the Early Post Medieval localised Earthen wares 

and Stone wares, which are associated with the domestic agricultural materials from the later phases 

of occupation at Radcliffe Tower. These localised Earthen and Stone wares account for 54% of the 

total identifiable ceramics assemblage.  

Slipwares account for 18% of the identifiable ceramics assemblage, reflecting their relative scarcity at 

Radcliffe Tower; this could be interpreted as reflecting that these Slipwares were not used for daily 

routine and acted as ceramic occasional pieces.  

The Medieval ceramics from the assemblage consist predominantly of Midland Purple, which 

accounts for 26% of the total identifiable ceramics assemblage. Midland Purple wares are diagnostic 

of Medieval activities, however caution is suggested as there was a phase of Later Post Medieval 

resurgence in the production of Midland Purple. The two phases of Midland Purple production can be 

separated through the analysis of the tempers and fabrics of the fragments. [Laing: 2003]  

Coarse wares are attributed to the Medieval period, based on the identification of the tempers and 

fragments construction as diagnostic characteristics. The coarse wares only account for 2% of the total 

identifiable ceramics assemblage.  

Green Glaze 

Green glaze ware is hard and smooth to the touch, and generally brick-red in colour with a distinctive 

dark grey core, although completely reduced (grey) or oxidised (red) examples are known. The fabric 

consists of abundant, very fine quartz, with sparse to moderate mica and iron-rich compound, with an 

added tempering of fine to medium, ill-sorted quartz. [Online Reference 5] 

The green glaze which gives this form of ware its distinctive colour is produced by the addition of 

copper into the predominantly lead based glaze. It is a common variant to find a layer of white slip 

between the ceramic base and green glaze. 

The fragments of Green glaze recovered from the Radcliffe Tower excavations were relatively poor in 

the quality of the glaze and temper. Green Glazed ceramics such as these give a date range of Early 

13
th
 Century – Early 14

th
 Century.  
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The level of preservation of the Green Glaze fragments is generally good; however, the fragments are 

only identifiable as body sherds with no real characteristic of vessel type. To this extent with the 

consideration of the level of preservation and the relative scarcity of this type of ceramic within the 

local and regional area, a low to moderate level of local significance, should be considered for this 

item. All Medieval ceramics and Early Post Medieval ceramics are recommended for retention for 

further study as suggested by the North West Research Frameworks. [Newman and McNeil: 2007]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 9: Green Glaze Ceramic 

recovered from Trench 6 (167) 

Small Finds No: 004 

Fig 10: Green Glaze Ceramic 

recovered from Trench 6 (178) 

Small Finds No: 009 
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Midland Yellow Glaze 

A small collection of fragments identified as Midland Yellow wares were recovered from the site. The 

characteristic body colour is white to pale creamy buff. Texture varies from soft and chalky to hard 

and abrasive. There are no or very few inclusions in the chalky sherds [Online Reference 7]. 

The glaze is put directly on the body and is usually yellow. In the rare, hard fired sherds the glaze can 

appear green similar to the some of the fragments found at Radcliffe Tower. The glaze is usually 

crazed and erodes very easily. [Online Reference 7].  

Midland Yellow is a relatively uncommon find across Medieval sites, either being catalogued as 

Green Glaze or as a Coarse ware, the Midland Yellow wares offer a date range of mid-16
th 

-early 17
th
 

Centuries, and are classified as a form of fine ware. The level of preservation of the fragments 

recovered from Radcliffe Tower are poor, and glaze used is easily corroded [Online Reference 7] 

however, the sporadic nature of this type of artefact for the local and regional area would suggest a 

low to moderate level of local significance, and as with all Medieval and Early Post Medieval items, it 

is recommended for retention.  

 

Fig 11: Comparative  Example of a full 

Green Glaze Jug. [Online Resource 6]  
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Cistercian ware 

Cistercian ware is a form of a black glazed ware, often producing pots with 2 or 3 handles and a flared 

rim was common in the design. The body of the Cistercian ware vessel was barrelled and this form of 

black ware is considered to be a fine ware.[Online Reference 9] 

The black glaze is created during the firing process, in which the iron in the clay fabric is adhered to 

the external surfaces causing the blackening on the exterior of the vessel. Types of Cistercian ware 

can be identified by the intensity by which this process has occurred. Fabrics which have a lower 

percentage of iron create a paler glaze, characteristically a dark orange colour, whereas iron enriched 

fabrics will create a much darker lustrous black glaze. This characteristic could be diagnostic for the 

provenance of the vessel [Online Reference 9].  

The Cistercian ware recovered from Radcliffe Tower, shows a dark lustrous black glaze, with a mid to 

dark reddish fabric, this would suggest that the fabric at the time of firing was enriched with iron. The 

Fig 12: Midland Yellow ware 

recovered from Trench 9B, 

(130) Small Finds No: 003.  

Fig 13: Comparative Example 

of Midland Yellow fragment 

[Online Reference 8]  
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closest production sites of Cistercian wares to the Manchester area are Merseyside (identified 

production site) Lancashire (unidentified production site) and Cheshire (Unidentified production site) 

[Online Reference 9].  

The fragments of Cistercian ware recovered are in a good condition, being distinguishable as 

Cistercian wares from the more commonly produced black wares, the abundance of Cistercian ware 

from this area would suggest that these items are considered of moderate local importance, and given 

the earlier date range of the late 15
th
 – early 16

th
 centuries, it is highly recommended for retention.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Midland Purple  

The assemblage of Midland Purple fragments from the Identifiable Ceramics collection consists of 18 

individual fragments considered to be of Midland Purple Ceramic, as assessed by analysis of fabric 

type and glaze type.  

Midland Purple fabric is typically a sandy and hard with occasional inclusions of small quartz, most 

commonly less than 0.03mm in size. There is a wide range of body colour from greyish buff, grey, 

reddish purple, orange-red, shades of brown, red and salmon pink. Irregular firing enhanced colour 

variation [Online Reference 11]  

The glaze associated with the Midland Purple Ceramics is often ranges from a dark blackish brown 

glaze to a dark reddish brown glaze, depending on the enrichments of iron within the parent clay, due 

to this characteristic it is difficult to differentiate highly degraded fragments of Cistercian ware and 

Midland Purple.  



 

 © CfAA 27/2014: Radcliffe Heritage Project. A Community Excavation. 90 

 

Midland Purple lacking in external glazes are often a mid to dark brownish grey in colour which 

reflects the temper and fabric of the clay.  The temper and construction of the fragments recovered 

from Radcliffe Tower, would suggest that the fragments are of the original Midland Purple movement 

of the Mid-15
th
 - Early 16

th
 centuries rather than the later Midland Purple resurgence during the mid to 

late 17
th
 century. This assessment has been given based on the temper, which while reduced is similar 

to a Stone ware, rather than the finer tempered reductions which can be attributed to later production 

methods seen in later fine ware ceramics such a Slipwares.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 16: Midland Purple Rim 

Fragment, recovered from Trench 

2C (133)  

Fig 17: Midland Purple Fragments, 

recovered from Trench 7 (043) 
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Slip ware  

The Slipware component of the assemblage of Identified Ceramics contains several variations on the 

popular methods of producing Slipwares. Within the assemblage there were 13 individual fragments 

of Identifiable slip ware recovered from Radcliffe Tower. 

These fragments can be further separated down in the design type. Similar to the Clay pipes the 

manufacturing processes involved in the production and development of Slip wares, is potentially 

diagnostic to the productions centre and date range.  

The variations of slip design recovered from Radcliffe tower include, Slip trailed ware, Marbled Slip 

ware, and Jewelled Slip ware.  

Slip Trailed ware 

The process of production of Trailed Slipware was the application of diluted clay slowly dripped or 

dragged across the vessel, producing a trailed effect.  The slip decoration is typically trailed in wide 

lines, sometimes wavy, which may overlap each other or form loops. The decoration is usually in one 

colour, usually cream, but some examples have trailed slip in two colours. Trailed and Combed slip 

decoration is found, but is not common. [Online Reference 13]  Trailed Slip ware offers a potential 

date range of the late 16
th
 Century.  

 

 

Fig 19: Comparative Example of 

Midland Purple [Online Reference 12] 
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Marbled 

Marbled Slipwares are produced by a “grounding” layer of dark slip, with a Trailed Slip layer in a 

contrasting colour. The slips were then jostled and rotated while still damp to produce the marbling 

effect.  

The Fragments of marbled Slipwares found at Radcliffe Tower, give an indication of this process 

through the design of the slip, this form of Slip Ware production is later than the Trailed ware of the 

late 16
th
 century, and offer a potential date range of late 16

th
 – early 17

th
 centuries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jewelled 

Fig 20: Trailed Slip Ware recovered 

from trench 6 (181) 

Fig 21: Marbled Slip Ware recovered from Trench 6 (201)  
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The Jewelled Slip ware fragment recovered from Radcliffe Tower consists of a single sherd with three 

colours of slip for decoration. Jewelling of slip ware is a process whereby light coloured slip is dotted 

along a darker coloured slip creating raised areas. Jewelled Slip ware is often larger decorative pieces 

intended for display.  

The sherd of Jewelled Slip ware measures 5cm in length, 4.5 cm in width with a weight of 13g. 

Jewelled Slip ware with tricoloured slips are associated with popular manufacturers such as Thomas 

Toft, who created highly decorative slip ware pieces between 1660-1690 [Draper : 1984] Although 

Slipware was a popular choice of decorative vessel into the 18
th
 and early 19

th
 centuries, Jewelled Slip 

wares are more commonly associated with the earlier productions of Slipwares, therefore the piece 

recovered from Radcliffe Tower can offer a date range of mid-17
th
 – 18

th
 century.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The assemblage of Identified Ceramics recovered from Radcliffe Tower, has been cleaned by hand 

where appropriate and allowed to air dry before being analysed. The analysis process of these items 

consisted of detailed information being recorded in regard to the weight, height and overall conditions 

of the recovered items, as well as being digitally photographed, with interpretations given on each sub 

category of potentially significant items with comparative examples.  

The Medieval evidence for Radcliffe Tower is represented through the material culture offered within 

the Identified Ceramics. The presence of Green Glaze, Midland Yellow and Midland Purple can offer 

date ranges of late 14
th
 – early 16

th 
centuries, during the Medieval Period. These items should be 

recognised as being of a moderate level of significance to the locality and of a low to moderate level 

of significance to the region.  

Fig 22: Jewelled Slip Ware, recovered from Trench 6 

(167) 
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The later Medieval and Post Medieval evidence recovered from Radcliffe Tower is reflected in the 

presence of the Cistercian ware and the various Slip wares. The Cistercian ware is a relatively 

common item recovered on sites of this age range, and can offer dates of Late 15
th
 to early 16

th
 

centuries. As Cistercian ware is relatively common it is recommended for recognition as of low to 

moderate local significance.  

The variety of slip wares recovered show the potential for further analysis, as Slipwares are traceable 

through their temper and design. The wide variety represented at Radcliffe Tower, offer a unique 

insight into the collection of vessel types present on the site. To this extent, the Slip wares recovered, 

with particular attention to the single fragment of Jewelled Slip ware, are recommended for 

recognition as of moderate local and moderate regional significance.  

In line with the selection, retention and dispersal guidelines [Society of Museum Archaeologists: 

1993] used within this report, it is recommended that all Medieval and Post Medieval identifiable 

ceramics be retained for future assessment and study.  

Miscellaneous Assemblages  

The Miscellaneous items recovered from Radcliffe Tower, were sub categorised into materials, 

offering further insights into the items collected from the excavations. These sub categories are as 

follows:  

 Miscellaneous Ceramics 

 Miscellaneous Metals 

 Miscellaneous Glass 

 Miscellaneous Building Materials 

A brief overview of each category is given below, along with an offered date range including 

Terminus Post Quem, which is the earliest possible date for an archaeological deposit, and a Terminus 

Ante Quem, which is the latest possible date for an archaeological deposit.  

 

Miscellaneous Ceramics  

The Assemblage of Miscellaneous Ceramics collected from the excavations at Radcliffe Tower, are 

predominantly Industrial and Modern mass produced white ware ceramics, with few examples of 

localised Post Industrial Stone wares and generic ceramic furniture such as plant pots.  

The assemblage totals a count of 771 sherds of miscellaneous ceramics; a majority of these items 

were collected from non stratified locations.  
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The date range of this assemblage is 19
th
 century - 20

th
 Century, the Terminus Post Quem (TPQ) for 

this assemblage is identified in the presence of the localised Stone wares, of the Early 19
th
 Century 

and the Terminus Ante Quem (TAQ) for this assemblage is identified in printed and transfer wares of 

the early 20
th
 Century,  present in the collection. 

The quantity of the miscellaneous ceramics recovered was as predicted for a site of this nature and of 

this length of occupied history, there are no pieces within the miscellaneous ceramics category which 

could be classified as being of moderate importance either locally or regionally.  

The majority of this assemblage is recommended for dispersal in accordance to the selection, retention 

and dispersal guidelines [Society of Museum Archaeologist: 1993] and should be considered of a low 

level of local significance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miscellaneous Metals  

The assemblage of miscellaneous metals recovered from Radcliffe Tower; pertain to the later phases 

of occupation of the site. The assemblage is constructed of unidentified fragments of ferrous metals, 

with few identifiable pieces collected. In total the assemblage consists of 122 pieces.  

Items which are identifiable and also offer a date range are the two coins recovered from the site, one 

King George III half penny dated to 1774, and one King George V penny dated to 1918. These two 

items offer the assemblage a TPQ at 1774 and a TAQ at 1918.  

The assemblage could be recognised at a low level of local significance, and considered for retention 

for further analysis for possible identification of ferrous metal items. 

Fig 23: Blue Transfer Ware refitted, recovered 

from an unstratified location.  
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Fig 24: A sample of the 

miscellaneous ferrous metals 

recovered from an unstratified 

location.  

Fig 25: George III 1774 Half Penny recovered 

trench 8 (003)  

Fig 26: George V 1918 penny, recovered trench 5 

(074) 
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Miscellaneous Glass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The assemblage of miscellaneous glass recovered from Radcliffe Tower; pertain to the later phases of 

occupation of the site. The assemblage is constructed of unidentified fragments of ferrous metals, with 

few identifiable pieces collected. In total the assemblage consists of 256 pieces.  

The only pieces of miscellaneous glass which may offer a firm date range is the Hamilton style 

closured torpedo soda glass bottle recovered from Trench 3 (124). The bottle is embossed on the body 

with the makers mark reading “M.Pomfret Trade Mark Registered Genuine Superior Soda Water 161 

Bolton St.Bury” the makers stamp is an MP in a diamond. The date range offered for this item is TPQ 

1875 to TAQ 1890, based on trademark registration which began in 1875 and 1890 when torpedo 

bottles feel out of popularity [Online Reference 14]  

Fig 27: Hamilton style closured, torpedo Soda water bottle 

recovered trench 3 (124)  

Fig 28: Sample of the miscellaneous glass recovered from 

mostly unstratified locations.  
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The assemblage could be recognised at a low level of local significance, and considered for dispersal 

with the exception of the Hamilton closured torpedo soda water bottle which may be retained for 

further study.  

Miscellaneous Building Materials 

The assemblage of building materials recovered from Radcliffe Tower consisted of bricks, drains, 

tiles and other miscellaneous building materials which where unidentifiable due to poor levels of 

conservation. The miscellaneous building materials related to the later phases of occupation within the 

area, including elements found from the Tipper Toilets which were found on the site.  

A single item of a medieval roof tile is included within the miscellaneous building materials collected 

from the site. The roof tile is constructed in a manner characteristic of the earlier phases of occupation 

at the site, however, due to the relative scarcity of this form of item, and the low levels of preservation 

and conservation there is limited archaeological information which can be gained from this item to 

further the understanding of the site.  

The tipper toilet fragments discovered on the site, has been incorporated into the miscellaneous 

building materials section. The items of the toilet fragments present give indication that the tippers on 

site where produced by Ducketts of Burnley whom where noted for providing Tipper Toilets also 

known as “Automatic Slop Water Closet” from 1887 onwards. [Online Reference 16] 

The system itself was independent of any household pluming, using slop-water or rainwater to fill a 

ceramic bucket, which would then tip when full and flush the unit. This system required a significant 

drop or depth to the piping of the toilet to ensure that the tipped water would be sufficient to clear the 

u-bend, which could be up to 8 feet beneath the toilet itself. These toilets where quickly replaced in 

the 20
th
 century due to their unsanitary conditions. [Online Reference 16] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Fig 29: Older form of brick 

recovered from Trench 9A (129) 

Small Finds no: 006, with markings 

“2064”  
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The totality of the building materials recovered is 41 items, the level of preservation is relatively low 

and the levels of significance are recommended at low levels of local significance. Following the 

selection, retention and dispersal guidelines [Society of Museum Archaeologists: 1993] it is 

recommended that a vast majority of the building materials assemblage is offered for dispersal with 

few items retained for reference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Contextual Assemblage 

The total assemblage recovered from Radcliffe Tower has a combination of stratified and unstratified 

items, those items which are stratified offer a wide range of archaeological information, those which 

are unstratified can, on occasion, provide a proxy date range for the site.  

None of the unstratified items recovered during these excavations can provide such a proxy, as only 

the smaller unstratified items can offer a date range, and due to the nature of these items, it cannot be 

ascertained as to whether they have been anthroprogenically transported, or were found within the 

locality of their initial deposition.  

Fig 30: Younger form of brick, with 

frog indentation, recovered 

unstratified.  

 

Fig 31: Part of the Tipper Toilets, 

with embossed “ 

Duckets...F...S...Burnley” 

recovered from trench 8 toilet 2 
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As such the date ranges offered throughout this report have reflected more so on the stratified 

remains, as these can offer a confident date range.   

The artefacts recovered from the site span the Medieval period to the present day, the items were 

collected from 11 trenches.  

Fig 32: Bar chart showing the distribution of items by trench.  

As the above graph indicates a majority of the items were recovered from unstratified locations 

(29%), however, trenches 8 and 6 were the most productive in the recovery of stratified items at 23% 

and 21% respectively. To this extent it can be considered that while a large amount of material was 

recovered from unstratified locations, the bulk of the artefacts can be considered contextually relevant 

to the site. 

The overall level of preservation of the items recovered was poor – good. Few items were recovered 

in an excellent condition, and most items indicated progress towards digenesis and degradation. Items 

which are recommended for retention should be considered for further analysis and a program of 

conservation could be considered.  

Overall the significance of the items recovered from Radcliffe Tower, can be considered of a 

moderate to high level of local significance, and a moderate level of regional significance, as they 

reflect the historical value and archaeological importance of Radcliffe Tower.  
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Appendix 1  - Primary Accession List: Form of list used for the accession of Radcliffe Tower.  

Accession Number  Material  

000.1.1 Glass Brown 

000.2.1 Glass Clear 

000.3.1  Glass Green 

000.4.1  Glass Patterned  

000.5.1. Glass Red 

  001.1.1 Ceramic Unstratified 

001.2.1 Ceramic Full Vessel 

001.3.1 Ceramic Rim 

001.4.1 Ceramic Body 

001.5.1 Ceramic Base 

001.6.1 Ceramic Pipe 

001.7.1 Ceramic Egg 

  002.1.1 Ceramic Tile 

002.2.1 Mortar  

002.3.1 Ceramic Building Material  

002.4.1  Marble  

  003.1.1 Metal Unstratified  

003.2.1 Metal Building Material 

003.3.1 Metal Coins 

003.4.1  Metal Tools  

  004.1.1 Misc Ceramics 

004.2.1 Misc Metal 

004.3.1 Misc Glass 

004.4.1 Misc CBM 

004.5.1 Misc. Other 

004.6.1 Misc.Wood  

004.7.1 Misc. Lithic 

  005.1.1 Unidentified Bone 

005.2.1 Unstratified Bone 

005.3.1 Animal Bone  

005.4.1 Human Bone  

005.5.1 Shell  

005.6.1 Worked Bone  

  006.1.1 Unstratified Lithic 

006.2.1 Worked Lithic 

006.3.1 Flint  

006.4.1 Stone 

006.4.1 Lithic Tool 
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Appendix 2 – Figures List 

Figure Number Description  

1 Table showing the assemblage counts per materials 

2 Pie Chart, showing the breakdown of the assemblage distribution in percentages 

3 Bar chart showing the most commonly found materials  

4 Bar Chart showing the Ceramic Distributions by Period 

5 Clay Pipe Bowl dated 1840-1880 

6 Clay Pipe Bowl dated 1780-1810 

7 Clay Pipe Bowl dated 1610--1640 

8 Pie Chart showing the distribution of Medieval Pottery 

9 Green Glaze Ceramic Fragment 

10 Green Glaze Ceramic Fragment 

11 Comparative Example of Green Glaze Vessel 

12 Midland Yellow Ceramic Fragments 

13 Comparative Example of Midland Yellow  

14 Cistercian Ware Fragment 

15 Comparative Example of Cistercian ware fragment 

16 Midland Purple Fragment 

17 Midland Purple Fragment 

18 Midland Purple Fragment 

19 Comparative Example of Midland Purple Fragment 

20 Trailed Slipware Fragment 

21 Marbled Slipware Fragment 

22 Jewelled Slipware Fragment 

23 Example of Refitted Blue Transfer ware 

24 Miscellaneous Metal fragments 

25 King George III Halfpenny 1774 

26 King George V Penny 1918 

27 Hamilton style closured torpedo soda water bottle 

28 Miscellaneous Glass fragments 

29 Brick depicting “2064” impression 

30 A Frogged Brick 

31 Fragments recovered from the Tipper Toilets 

32 Bar chart indicating the distribution of finds per trench.  
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